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Meadia

If you haven’t had the message by now, a look
at our website will convince you. Over a third of
readers already download the Reporter’s online
PDF, which is identical to this paper version but
much more practical. With this new readership
increasing monthly, we’re evolving as our
advertisers and readers expect us to.

This doesn’t mean we’ll ever stop printing
the Reporter on paper. That won’t happen. Paper
magazines and their websites are compatible
rather than conflicting ventures, each with its
own strengths and each with its own following.
A paper publication is brought to you, whereas
a website requires you to go looking for it. Ours
is a CMS (Content Management System) site so
updates and corrections can be made quickly. The
forum is for you to have your say and place free
classifieds. Use it without moderation: the more
you do, the more helpful it will become. Much
of the site is free for the moment, even for small
businesses. (Commercial businesses will not have
their posts removed or receive a bill.)

‘We have no intention of turning the site
into an over-commercial, difficult to navigate,
complex and visually unattractive place the way
some sites can be. Simple and user-friendly is
the way we go. We are certainly open to your
suggestions about how to improve the site and
forum, whenever technically possible.

Over the summer we added a Photo Gallery
to the site. There are already hundreds of photos
of the Riviera in the five main sections — from
places and people to scenery and oddities. You are
welcome to send us your photos for the Gallery
and also for the new “Community” section we
will be launching soon.

Many of you send us emails with PDFs
attached, either as regular events, club news,
editorial suggestions or as letters for Mailbag.
That’s just fine but do make an effort to keep
the files to a reasonable size. If you send a SMB
PDF in an email entitled “Something you should
know” how many people do you think will really
download and read it? We have our incoming file
size set to 1000KB for automatic downloading so
you can be sure that we’ll get anything smaller.
Anything bigger requires specific agreement for
download and we pick and choose before we
agree.

The champion for getting it right has to be
Lynette Beardwood at Sunny Bank. In a mere
135KB she manages to send attractive colour
PDFs with text in two languages, images, and
photos at good screen resolution. That’s how it
should be done. Whether you’re on PC, Mac or
iPad there are plenty of free or shareware utili-
ties that can help reduce the size of your PDFs
without loss of quality. You’d be doing yourself a
favour by using one.

A reminder that we closed our Mougins office
in favour of two SOHOs, although our postal
address and phone number remain the same; faxes
are obsolete so we no longer use them.

The next Reporter will be the Christmas issue
(already!) and appear late November. Mike Meade
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Letters

BEREAVEMENT
SUPPORT THANKS

At the end of last year, my
extraordinary wife lost her
battle against critical illness.
We had met on holiday in
Antibes more than fifty years
ago, both very young, she
French and me English.

It truly was a case of coup
de foudre. We eventually
married (July 14), lived in
London, raised a family, and
after my retirement also had
an apartment in Antibes.
Working for an international
corporation, my work took
me all over the world, but
in all that time I never met
a more interesting person
or one more compassionate
than her. She really was

the sunshine in my life.
Remarkably, we met in
Antibes and she died here.
Since her death, I have
found it impossible to come
to terms with my loss, and
although a normally strong
person, I no longer receive
any contact from any of our
many so-called friends.

I then saw in the yellow
pages of the Reporter,

the Bereavement Support
Network (Var). I telephoned
their number and spoke
with the most charming

and helpful lady, who in
turn, put me in touch with
another lady volunteer.

We finally met, and after
spending a few hours
together, her understanding
and words of advice

helped me enormously to
alleviate a lot of my pain.
The work they do, in giving
their time in such a humane
way I feel I must publicly
acknowledge. They regularly
keep in touch with me to
check on my progress, and
have my everlasting thanks.
Derek, Antibes

LET SSAFA SERVE YOU
Last year alone the French
branch of the military

charity SSAFA Forces Help
assisted 113 former members
of the forces community

all over France, including
veterans of all ages.

We are here for them, and
their dependents. If you or
someone you know have
ever served in the Royal
Navy, British Army or Royal
Air Force then SSAFA
Forces Help France is here to
provide practical, emotional
or financial support.

To find out more call

05 53 24 92 38 or email
france@ssafa.org.uk

Dick Bogg, Chairman

SSAFA Forces Help

TIPPING THE SCALES
Your comments (Tips for
Travellers, Reporter 152)
on the increased average
weight of airline passengers
as relating to seat pitch

and so to comfort can be
supplemented by another
point. Safety tests involving
mock accidents designed

to measure the reliability

of seats and seat belts are
carried out with dummies
whose weight has remained
fixed for some 30 years. I'm
talking about the US where
much of the work is done.
A male dummy weighs in

at 170 pounds; the average
American adult male now
tips the scales at 195 pounds.
This puts into doubt the
value of the tests concerned.
Ove Jespersen, by email

BEND IT, CHOP IT,
BURN IT

I would like to warn others
about a problem I’ve had
with licence plates. I now
know that other car own-
ers have had the same.

One of my old plates was
peeling so I took my carte
grise to a key place and had
a new plate made. They will
only make you a new plate
if you show them your regis-
tration papers.

Do you have something to say?
To send a Letter to the Editor see page 46

or go to forum.rivierareporter.com
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I installed the new one my-
self and threw the old one in
the rubbish. About a month
later I started getting con-
traventions (fines) through
the mail and they continued
to come. They were for
speeding, parking and also
because one plate was man-
quant (missing). Thinking
that my self-installed plate
had fallen off, I checked
and found that both plates
were still well attached.
After a lot of visits to the
police and considerable
hassle it was finally sorted
because the PVs didn’t
match the make and colour
of my car, but it wasn’t easy
even though one gendarme
told me that this is a prob-
lem that comes up from
time to time. As it happens,
there is a “market” for
unused plates and my old
one must have been taken
from my rubbish bag.

Alot of people know this
and use it to say “it wasn’t
me because my plate was
stolen” which explains

why it took so long to sort
it. They couldn’t know if I
was a poser or legitimate.
Stolen old plates are some-
time installed on other cars
(often also stolen) which
means that speed traps and
parking police record a
number that doesn’t fit that
car. The gendarme even
told me that some cars
have a different number

on the front and back!

So my advice is this: install
your plate with rivets, not
screws which are easier to
remove; whether you install
the plate yourself or have

it installed by a garage, be
sure to destroy the old plate
by bending and even cutting
it so that it can’t be reused;
don’t put the entire sectioned
plate in the same rubbish

bin on the same day and
certainly don’t throw both
plates away on the same day.
‘Riviera Sun”, from Reporter forum

DONKEY HEAVIER
THAN ELEPHANT?

I suggest that you add
someone to report on the
USA in counterpoint to

the Democrat ideologue.
His praising Obamacare,
which more than 60% of
Americans of both parties
dislike intensely, and his
promotion of a president
who has not delivered on
any of his promises and
whose policies have made
everything worse, needs a
second opinion. Otherwise,
your excellent magazine
looks like a Democrat blog.
Bud Lonergan, by email

THE EXPAT VOTE

Ref letter from Graham
Richards, Reporter 152,

page 3. In my opinion,

a distinction should be

made between long-term/
permanent expats and those
who are abroad for a limited
time on business postings etc.
Those who have the intention
to return to UK, and thus
have a vested interest in the
governing of the country,
might reasonably request a
postal vote — especially since
they will in due course be
expected to resume paying
taxes there. However, for
those of us whose intention
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(hope?) is never to return,

it seems unreasonable to
expect a say in the election
of the government.

As a long-term expat (over
fifty years) I do not believe

I have any right to a vote.
Indeed, I have never had one,
since I went abroad before
my 21st birthday, which

at that time was the age of
franchise. In the countries
where I have lived, includ-
ing now in Monaco, I have
always been a foreigner and
a guest, with no say in the
government of the country,
and this seems to me entirely
reasonable, since it is not

my country. My one regret
is that I consequently have
no vote in the European
election. Without a vote in

a member state of the EU
(which of course Monaco is
not), I am not entitled to vote
in the EU elections — and
those do have a considerable
effect on my life. Unless

and until the vote in the EU
election is separated from the
electoral lists of the country
of residence, there is no hope
for people in my position of
making our wishes known
concerning an institution
which is all embracing in
many aspects of our lives.

Having said all that, I still
feel entirely English, and
am thrilled and proud of the
success of Team GB and the
Olympics 2012. Brilliant!
Well done to all involved.
Jennifer Fletcher, by email

RAILROAD BLUES

I spent several weeks in
the UK this summer and
had to use the disgraceful
rail services several times.
They will become even
worse when Cameron

and his band of bunglers
have finished meddling on
behalf of their cronies.
Reading The Independent

on one such journey I
couldn’t help but laugh over
a piece by Andrew Martin
entitled. “The French come
over here, they make our
high-speed trains run on
time ...”. If my experiences
with frequent long-distance
travel on the SNCF (I suffer
from fear of flying) are
anything to go by, the piece
made the point very well.
Britain should just let the
French run all the railroads.
They already run EDF and
Véolia in the UK and do

a darned good job of it.
Britain has Europe’s most
expensive rail system and

Delicatessen

E.Leclerc

Sunday 8h30-13h00

International food selection

46 av. Franklin Roosevelt
Le Cannet Rocheville

Open 6/7 8h30-21h00

E.LECLERC (D

HYPERMARKET

VWelcome!

Large choice of wines
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vers GRASSE

MOUGINS

La Bocca

CANNES

vers
ANTIBES

October/November 2012 | RIVIERA REPORTER 153 | 3




Letters

For more on
French and UK
train service,
see page 10.

France has the cheap-

est. UK passengers would
save over £4bn a year if
fares were the same as in
France where season tickets
typically cost about half of
what they do in the UK.
Of course the decision to
remove management of the
West Coast franchise from
Virgin Trains has created
quite a stir of the type that
will always happen when
rail companies put profit
before the vital wealth-
creating mission of carrying
people to work and goods
to market. Even subsidies
can be justified to keep
these frontline services as
cheap and efficient as they
usually are in France. Bad
service happens here but
it’s the exception whereas
in the UK it’s the rule.

Rail travel is one thing
France does better than we
do and Britain would be
better off letting them get
on with it. While they’re

at it maybe they could

sort the NHS out, too.
Robert Westwood (pictured),
Mougins & Oxfordshire, by email

NUMERCABLE

I wonder if I am a lone wolf
crying in the wilderness but
through your letters page I
might find I am not alone!

I am a subscriber to Numeri-
cable’s television network
and am a regular visitor to
Sky News. For many years
Sky News has been allocated
Channel No 68 on the Nu-
mericable cable service until
July this year when it was

moved to No 400. Whereas
one could select 68 and im-
mediately receive the trans-
mission, now No 400 has a
20-second petit page de pub-
licité after which one has to
down click onto a box called
“Local Services”; press OK;
then down click again ...
press OK again ... and right
click once ... and press OK;
and maybe Sky News opens.
Since the transition, I have
visited the Numericable
bureau in Nice seven times
(three times with the Box and
three times with the card).
Each time I was assured

that all was in order. Joke!
Every day I am unable to
open page 400 or a notice
will say my card is invalid;
the service (Sky News) is
not available; or “consult
your service provider”.

I find Sky News provides

a very good news service
and is nothing like as stuffy
as BBC World News nor as
politically correct. It
provides a much wider range
of information from sport to
politics to world affairs and
economic matters whereas
BBC World News is try-

ing to be all things to all
people provided they are

not British and can only

talk about, on the News,

its current hobby-horse.
John Fordyce, posted on Riviera
Reporter Discussion Forum

SPORTING D’HIVER,
WHY NOT THE RUSH?

I imagine when the Sport-
ing d’Hiver was constructed
it was simply regarded as a
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modern building. It was not
at all classic, just modern. As
a “modern” building it counts
for very little, being simply a
rectangular shape, with five
sets of vertical windows, and
next to no decoration. Aus-
tere might be a good word
for it; ugly could be another.
To be sure it houses some
splendid grand halls, but
equally so could just about
any old zeppelin hangar.

It had to wait for 34 years be-
fore being given the descrip-
tion “art deco”, since that
phrase only came into use in
1966. Even now, in its 80th
year, it doesn’t really deserve
the title “classic” except in
the honorific sense, like for
instance, “classic cars” which
are really just not-very-old
cars. Art it isn’t. So the
phrase “classic art deco” con-
veys scarcely anything to the
reader except in an emotive
sense that perhaps the build-
ing is untouchable, much less
allowed to be demolished.

In that context, the replace-
ment of one “modern”
building, for its time, with a
set of perhaps half-a-dozen
also modern buildings, also
for their time, might not

be at all a bad idea. That
depends on the new build-
ings, and their interiors.
Buildings of this type

(the Sporting d’Hiver)

were extremely popular

in the Mussolini era, but

for me they were awful.

As for the “several” imper-
illed trees, which somehow
in the text manage to get
juxtaposed with rain forests,
I well recall when Monaco
decided to build what be-
came the new underground
car park in front of the

Casino. One day a high fence
suddenly appeared around
the construction site, and
sounds of industry could

be heard. This went on for
about 18 months, and then
the fence was removed and
all revealed, the new gardens
atop the parking. From day
one those gardens had beauti-
ful flowers, bushes, trees all
functioning perfectly as if
they’d been there since the
beginning of time. Inciden-
tally, as the then “new”

car park must by now be
about 30 years old, shouldn’t
it qualify for some romantic
prefix, although I doubt that
in this case classic art deco
quite fits the bill. It certainly
is a very good car park.

Peter Melia, in answer to

Molly Brown’s online blog

KEEP THE DATE

Could you please date the
splendid archived articles
that you put on the web-
site? That way if they

talk about an apartment

for $45,000, I will not get
too excited if I realize the
article is from 1987.

I am reminded of the time
in 1978 when I was visiting
my sister in London.

She had a menu from the
famous Parisian restaurant,
Maxim’s. The soup was
$10.1 was set to thinking
that, not only could I afford
to eat at Maxim’s, but that
obviously I was a superior
type of person, being able
to afford Maxim’s. Imagine
my dismay 10 minutes
later when, on finishing
reading the menu, I read in
the fine print at the bottom
of the last page, 1952!
Richard Hall, by email

Palestinian writer Said K. Aburish, who was a resident in
Nice from 2001-2010, died Aug 29th in Bethany at the age
of 77. Educated in the US, his CV reads like fiction:
“occasional unpaid assistant” to the local CIA in Beirut, arms
dealer for Saddam Hussein, journalist and pundit known
around the world, and writer of 11 books on the Middle East
“accusing Arab leaders of being stooges of Western powers
and indifferent to the well-being of their citizens”. One
thing he could never master, though, was to learn to swim.
Aburish was diagnosed with Parkinson’s in 2002 but died

from heart failure. RIP friend.
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20 years ago

Baked bean Barney gets life
for Killing mother. Julian
Ashley Cox, aka “baked
bean Barney”, former owner-
manager of the Ashley’s of
England food store in Antibes,
has been jailed for life at
Winchester Crown Court with
a recommendation that he
serve at least 20 years. Cox,
30, was convicted of killing his
mother and trying to murder
his father, sister and nephew by
setting fire to the family home
at Emsworth in Hampshire.
The court was told that the
whole family would have died
in the flames had Cox’s sister
Jacquie not heard a noise in
the night and discovered her
brother splashing petrol around
the house. But this was too
late to save their mother, Joy
Cox, 60, who died five days
later of what were described as
“horrifying burns”. The rest of
the family escaped, unharmed.
Cox himself suffered burns
and could not be brought to
trial for a year. According
to the prosecution he had
planned his crime to cash
in family insurance policies
to help him save his failing
business. Passing sentence,
Judge Turner said “a baser
motive is difficult to imagine”.
Among those who knew
Cox in Antibes, reactions to
his conviction and sentence
were varied. Some found the
details of the case unbeliev-
able. “He was such a mild and
decent sort of bloke,” recalled
a neighbouring shopkeeper in
the Galerie du Port. “It doesn’t
make sense.” Others took a
different view. “He was too
quiet,” claimed a former cus-
tomer. “I'm not surprised he
had weird things going on in
his head.” Geoffrey Garnett —
who took over Cox’s business,
now known as Geoffrey’s of
London — has mixed feelings.
“I had quite a lot to do with
him and I found him pleasant
enough. I think the failure of
his business put a lot of strain
on him and he just went over
the edge.”
Reporter, Oct-Nov 1992

€

‘Let us entertain you!”

& your property rental clients with our new

bookings, sales and cleaning agency.

VIP, Vacation International Properties.
LIVE now on the world wide web stage!

www.niceandirishrentalsvip.com
Your first class ticket for top commission rates!
Big box office performance guaranteed

Contact: Rosie Lowe
rosie7lowe@gmail.com

00353 8764 60918

Janeth

0033 6721 40393

YOUR HEALTHY CHOICE

Snacking

N O

Our aim is quite simply to offer high quality meals, tasty and
balanced, using fresh, seasonal products and,
when possible, organically grown.

Our meals are homemade fresh daily, with experience and
tender loving care. We hope you'll Enjoy!

Centre Commercial E.LECLERC

46 av. Franklin Roosevelt
06110 LE CANNET ROCHEVILLE
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French news & views

Would Hollande like us to leave?

pay till things get clearer.”

Hollande’s holiday:
reading, bathing ...
and worrying

No fancy foreign trips for
members of the new govern-
ment, and certainly not for
Frangois Hollande. He took
two weeks off at the highly
secure official presiden-

tial holiday retreat Fort
Bregancon in the Var, accom-
panied by “First Girlfriend”
Valérie Trieweiller. His
agenda, he announced, was a
matter of books and beach ...
and catching up with work.
He certainly had a lot to
think about.

His less than massive
victory was largely due to
those ordinary folks who
believed that he would
quickly make their lives
better. They soon got a
cold shower. The minimum
wage was hiked by just
€22 a month for a full-time

rankly, it’s difficult to take Francois Hollande seriously. To start
with, he has none of the style we expect from a French President.
Sarko had his vulgar side but he still had something about him that
impressed. “Wobbly pudding” showed up as the Queen’s guest at
Windsor in July wearing a very ill-fitting suit. The sleeves of the
jacket were too short and it offered a classic example of what British
tailors call “prole’s collar”, hanging inelegantly off the shoulder
on one side. Earlier he’d had “frank and friendly” talk with David
Cameron in Downing Street where he had laughed off the PM’s
invitation for French fiscal refugees to settle across the Channel as
“an example of that British humour which I so much appreciate”.
On the other hand, Brits living here didn’t seem to see the joke
when Hollande’s government announced measures to increase taxes on
foreign owners of second-homes in France. Rental income is now for
both residents and non-residents to be taxed at a rate of 35.5% (since
last year 20%); capital gains tax on property sales of French residents
selling a secondary residence goes up to 34.5% (at the moment 19%).
A UK treasury spokesman said, “We will challenge any proposal which
breaches European laws and anti-discrimination rules.” The higher tax
on rental income is backdated to January 1st; the hike in capital gains tax was applied from end July.
What’s been the reaction? Some owners — and estate agents — have sounded panicky. According to a
spokesman for the realtors trade organisation FNAIM, “It’s a catastrophe ... It’s as if they want to kill off
the foreign home owner market in France.” One local estate agent (who didn’t want to be named) was much
calmer: “Don’t forget that Sarkozy announced something similar but gave it up in the face of a British chal-
lenge. I"d make two points. First, what’s proposed does seem clearly discriminatory and Brussels is pretty
certain to object. Second, as former UMP Finance Minister Jean Arthuis has pointed out, the government
has described these taxes as ‘a social contribution’. But owners who would often be absent from France
for most of the year would get little or no benefit in return and so the demand would be unconstitutional.
I think there’s a very strong possibility these measures will be withdrawn and my advice would be don’t

worker. Said a spokesperson
for the CGT union, “This

is a huge disappointment

... It’s almost meaningless.”
A relatively small number
of people will be able to
retire earlier, compared

with what Sarko intended,
but the basic message is
there for those with ears to
hear. While Finance Minister
Pierre Moscovici says, “We
reject austerity ... We must
increase consumption,” the
grimly realistic overseer of
government accounts, the
Cour des Comptes, declares
that next year there will have
to be “an unprecedented
brake on spending and higher
taxes”.

This is disturbing news
for France’s huge regiment
of civil servants, largely
left-wing voters. They will
be greatly resentful if the
cuts fall on them. They are
demanding more money, not
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DSK: always up for it
It’s not the kind of
recognition the former
presidential hopeful
would have been looking
for. The zoo in Bordeaux
has acquired a new
orangutan ... and they've
called him DSK. Says his
keeper: “He’s always up
for it. When he feels like
a bonk, he'll grab any
female there and then.”
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TAX
NEWS
FLASH

The rule on the
new tax rate
was RATIFIED
in the middle
of August
(sneaky!), so
effectively the
tax rate for
the sale of a
secondary home
in France by an
EU resident is

19% (as before)
PLUS the social
charges of

15.5% = 34.5%.

This means that
EU citizens will
be repaying
national debt
in both their
country of
residence and
France.

For more French
tax updates, see
page 11.

less. But what can Hollande
do? To face up to the deficit
the country’s running he
needs up to €10 billion this
year and €38 billion in 2013.
Nobody is impressed by such
“economies”, as replacing
Champagne with Muscadet
at the Prime Minister’s
residence or making officials
working overtime pay for
their previously free dinner.
On the other hand, econo-
mists warn that the increase
in the SMIC could lead to
higher unemployment and
the announced rent freeze
may depress the property
market. As the President lay
on that Var beach, he must
have been tormented, as he
tried to decide what to do.
One thing’s certain: public
services face stringent limits
on expenditure, and above
all the deficit-ridden health
service. Try to keep fit

next year.
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From cutting edge
to museum in just
30 years

Exactly 25 years ago we
brought out a special number
devoted to the Minitel, at
that time rated as one of this
country’s great technical tri-
umphs, mentioned alongside
the TGV and Airbus. “When
it comes to technology,” we
exulted, in adoptive cocorico
mode, “France is second to
none.” Ask a few younger
folks about it today and they
may simply look puzzled.

In brief, the Minitel was
a (usually) grey or beige
plastic box, distributed
by La Poste, which could
receive information down a

telephone line and later offer
an interactive facility. Back
in 1987 it already provided
4000 different services,
ranging from weathercasts
and healthcare tips through
horoscopes and BBC news.
There was an English service
— Allotel — set up by former
Antibes games room man-
ager John Sweet (now long
retired to Port Elizabeth),

which was much appreciated.

As we noted, “The device
has had an extraordinary suc-
cess in France”’; elsewhere it
never really caught on.

Its popularity peaked
around 2000 when there
were some 23,000 services
available and an estimated 25
million users. An attraction

65.6 million
population of France
at last count, a 5%
rise year on year.

78.2 men
84.8 women
current French
life expectancy.

Source: INSEE

According to the sock makers BlackSocks French men are the most reluctant

among Europeans to change their socks...
smelliest feet. Italians change socks twice in a day, three out
of four Brits do so daily but Gauls will often wear the same
pair “for several days”. And yet ...
thing for les pieds qui puent. They are the second most fertile in

Europe (average brood 2.1), after the Irish (2.7).

French women must have a

and so have the EU’s

for some was the 3615 option
which allowed interactive sex
chats — though rather milder
than what’s to be found today
online. And that last phrase
indicates what killed off the
Minitel. The coming of the
PC with internet access made
that little box seem old fash-
ioned. Usage declined, first
slowly, then more rapidly,
and on Saturday June 30th,
2012 the remaining active
screens went blank forever.
There were still some ready
to express regret. Said one
local Brit, “It was simple to
use, didn’t crash and there
was nothing bad for kids.”

Warning:
poisonous plants

In our last issue we wrote
about “the invaders”, those
insects — most dangerous of
all the Asian hornet — who’ve
moved into our region and, in
that latter case, can actually
kill us. A woman died of an
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Brought to the region 50 years ago by “an English colonel” who planted it in his

garden at Thorenc, the Giant Hogweed now looks like it’s becoming plant public
enemy number one.

Asian hornet’s sting on Cap
Ferrat just a few weeks ago.
But it’s not just immigrant
insects we have to worry
about. Now we’re facing a
threat from vicious vegeta-
tion. Imagine a plant which
grows up to four metres high
that — if you touch it — can
leave you, to quote a victim,
“with huge red blisters as if
I’d been in contact with hot
metal”. Sounds like science
fiction? Not at all. Meet the
Giant Hogweed (Berce du
Caucase). According to the
story it was brought here
from some colonial outpost
in 1960 by “an English
colonel” who planted it in
his garden at Thorenc in the
Alpes-Maritimes. Around
a decade or so ago it had
escaped into the surrounding
countryside and now looks to
become plant public enemy
number one.

Dr Bernard Pigearias,
a specialist in phytogenic
pathology (ailments caused
by plants), explains: “If you
touch it, get its sap on your
skin and then are exposed to
the sun you end up with very
nasty burns.” (Phytic der-
matitis). But there’s another
unwelcome plant visitor
with us: that’s Ambrosia

(Ambroisie) which came into
France well over a century
ago and in recent decades
has been spreading rapidly
in our region. According to
Dr Pigearias, “Its pollen is
among the most unpleasant
in its effect, producing irrita-
tion of the eyes and nose,

in some cases asthma.” So
what’s the solution to these
new threats to our comfort
and well-being? Says Pierre
Boyer, of the Office National
des Foréts, “In theory, these
species could be eliminated,
but they’re spreading fast.
The problem is we just don’t
have the financial resources
necessary to deal with them.’

i

Le travail c’est
la santé!

“Working keeps us healthy,”
says the French popular song.
So would most employees
sing along with this? A recent
Ipsos study across the EU

Photo: OliBac

found that the French were
a discontented lot: over four
out of ten, a higher propor-
tion than in most countries,
were unhappy at work. But
it turned out to mean that,
although often satisfied with
their job, they were not at
ease with the human environ-
ment in which they worked.
Why should this be? Step
forward Hubert Landier,
author of 18 bonnes raisons
de détester son entreprise
(“18 reasons to hate the
place where you work™).
He explains: “A lot of the
problems come from spe-
cifically French attitudes,
especially among managers.
Hierarchy is very strong
and it’s defined in all sorts
of ways. I recall one place
I visited where a secretary
was deputed to make good
coffee for her boss but had to
get her own from a machine.
That was quite normal,
he felt. I’ve also been in
companies where executives
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The inventor of rugby, William Webb
Ellis, is buried in Menton. His statue
stands at the entrance of the cemetery.

barely acknowledged their
subordinates, rarely offered
praise for good work but
were quick to bawl them out
for mistakes. At its worst this
emphatic stress on hierarchy
can lead to bullying, intoler-
able stress for employees
and — as we saw at France
Telecom — cases of suicide.”
Can this situation be
changed? “If the will is
there, yes. The key thing is
effective communication.
That’s why the intranet is a
bad idea, unless used very
sparingly. People have to talk
to each other face-to-face
and not see this as a waste of
time.” So what’s the secret
for making the workplace
agreeable? “First, it should
be a pleasant environment to
spend the day — comfortable,
bright, cheerful. Second, the
social atmosphere should be
relaxed and happy — which
doesn’t mean there’s not total
seriousness about work — and
no stress on hierarchy for its

You come back from holiday and you’re not happy: 16 of your 21 days
were spent in bed with a serious stomach infection (and you've a doctor’s
note to prove it). So can you ask your boss for more time off, equivalent to
that lost to illness? The European Court of Justice has just ruled that you can.
Sick leave is one thing, they say; holiday time is another and the two can’t run
together. This decision has, in theory, force of law througout the EU.
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own sake. Finally, there’s

a place for conviviality —
regular occasions when staff
can get together on a more
equal footing and ideas be
freely exchanged. Let me
tell you I’ve known compa-
nies who’ve increased their
productivity by 20 per cent
in a few months by adopting
a more human style of man-
agement.” So can this happen
on a large scale in France?
“It’s started, it’s spreading
slowly ... but there’s a long
way to go.”

Nice Rugby: kicked
into touch for good

This isn’t really rugby coun-
try in the same way as the
southwest of France. Even in
Toulon you won’t find quite
the passionate commitment
they have in Perpignan. And
yet the oval ball has its fol-
lowers here, including many
English-speaking expats.
They were deeply disap-
pointed, to say the least, by
the recent news that Nice’s
pro rugby club had collapsed
and died, just a few months
before it would have cel-
ebrated its 100th birthday.
It’s a complicated story
which has created a good
deal of bitterness. As one
veteran French supporter told
us, “The players were mostly
great guys, management was
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something else — indecisive,
bad on budgeting, with no
clear idea on leadership.

On top of that, the club’s
problems turned it into a

bit of a political football, as
you might say.” Nice Rugby
France — as it was known for
short — went down with debts
of €1.5 million and that
after receiving a load of cash
from the City which finally
gave up on it. Kiwi Fenner
Sneddon in Antibes shrugged
when we sought his opinion:
“Of course it’s sad but that’s
it. At least we’ve still got a
couple of leisure teams — in
Nice and Monaco. Nice are
into Rugby Sevens which I
actually prefer to the classic
game.” There was sadness,
too, among those English-
speaking players, here now
or previously, who’d worn
the Nice rugby shirt. Former
Durban Shark Rudy Dames,
now back in KZN, was
“gutted” when he heard. “I
enjoyed my time with them
and I really believed they
were going places.”

Ironical that this depress-
ing episode should play out
on what is sacred ground for
rugby enthusiasts. Why so?
The alleged inventor of the
game — William Webb Ellis
— is buried in Menton where
he died in 1872, vainly hop-
ing — like many others — that
the town’s balmy climate
would cure his consumption.

They still don’t want your blood

cross the years, in items about blood donation,

we've mentioned that in many cases intending
British donors are often turned away. And that's in a
country with a shortage of blood which is especially

serious in 3
this region.
The Alpes-
Maritimes

is one of

the rare
departments
which has to
import blood
from beyond
its own
borders.

So why

the ban? Following advice from the World Health
Organisation, in 2001 the French banned from giving
blood anyone who'd spent 12 months or more in the
UK between 1980 and 1996. There was a risk — very
small, said some (but not all) experts - that they
might have blood infected with CJD, the human

form of mad cow disease.

Recently there was some talk of this ban on British
blood being relaxed. But now the Ministry of Health
- Bon sang! - says there are no plans to do this.

According to the received
story, while playing football
at Rugby School in 1823
the young Webb Ellis, as

is spelled out on his statue
in Menton, “picked up the
ball and ran with it”. Out

of this highly irregular act
there emerged the new game
of rugby. So why “alleged”
inventor? A radical historian

of sport has argued that this
tale is just eyewash, cooked
up by a bunch of Victorian
toffs to obscure the fact that
their “gentleman’s game”
was in fact devised by indus-
trial workers in the Midlands.
But don’t bring this up with
the Menton Tourist Office —
they’ve done rather well out
of William Webb Ellis. B
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Travel

Tips for travellers

NICE-COTE D’AZUR:
A RECORD DAY!

If you passed through Nice
airport on the Sunday after
Bastille Day you were one of
no fewer than 49,000 people
who travelled in and out that
day and contributed to an all-
time record for the number of
passengers counted within a
single 24-hour period. That
figure beat the existing record
set on July 30th, 2011 by an
impressive 12%. Said an airport
spokesman: “We’ve got more
flights this year and the awful
weather elsewhere in France
got people heading south.”

FAST TRACKING

If you fly out of Nice at least
ten times a year, request a
“Premier” card which gives you
access to the dedicated rapid
security checks at T1 or T2.
No more queuing for security
thanks to this fast-track initia-
tive by Nice airport Marketing
Director Filipe Soete.

And flying into London,
IRIS scan recognition has
been abandoned in favour
of a much better system at
Heathrow, Gatwick and Luton.
Available only to EU passport
holders over 18 and with new
chipped passports (which have
this image on the cover) you

just enter the “e-passport”
booth, put your passport into a
scanner which compares your
face with the passport photo
and opens a gate allowing you
into the UK without even deal-
ing with a real person. It works
perfectly. Website details for
both of these on page 46.

PLAY YOUR CARDS
RIGHT!

As usual at this time of the
year we’ve been hearing

complaints about what some
people see as rip-offs when
they’ve used their bank cards
while on holiday outside of
France. The banks, of course,
look for any opportunity to
make a bit of extra money.
A few points worth making:
before leaving check that your
card is acceptable where you
are going both for purchases
and withdrawals. If you’re
staying in the euro zone
there’s no problem with mak-
ing payments — it’s just as if
you’re carrying out a purchase
here. With ATM withdrawals,
however, there can be charges
and commissions, depending
on the bank. Find out first.
Beyond the euro zone things
can be more complicated and
again try to inform yourself in
advance. One tip: where there’s
a standard charge for ATM
withdrawals you can save by
drawing larger sums and so
avoiding repeat payments.

But here’s some good
news: Ryanair and easylet
have agreed, under pres-
sure from the UK’s Office of
Fair Trading, to include their
charges levied for payment by
debit cards within their head-
line fares. Ryanair has even
said it will scrap these charges
altogether “in the near future”.

“I’M ON THE TRAIN ...
AND I’M NOT HAPPY”

Despite some clear improve-
ments in service, the SNCF
still attracts quite a lot of hos-
tile comment. As we noted
earlier, it’s now offering a
Garantie voyage to passengers
using the TGV, Intercity trains
and international services. This
covers such things as informa-
tion, refunds, punctuality and
assistance to passengers. To
take two of these points: for
cancellations and delays of
over an hour passengers can
claim an immediate refund in
cash; a serious effort is being
made to improve the quality
of information available to
travellers, including that given
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Panamania comes to Monaco

rom November 1st through 4th over 650 former

Pan Am employees will descend on Monaco
to recall the carrier’s glory days ... and to mark the
75th anniversary of its first passenger flight across
the Atlantic in June 1931, from Port Washington,
NY, to Lisbon (yes, the math is a bit out there but
everyone was keen to get together).
Max Gurney, formerly Pan Am'’s rep in Monaco, has
played a leading part in organising the event and
gained the support of Prince Albert. | spoke to him
down the line at his home in La Jolla: “There was
always tremendous loyalty to the company and
that survives among the veterans. This will be a
marvellous occasion.” And | had to ask: what did
Max and his colleagues think of the ABC series Pan
Am (much hyped, then cancelled): “Fantasy rather
than fact ... | heard that Nancy Ganis, the former
flight attendant who came up with the original
idea, burst into tears when she saw the first epi-

sode.” P.M.

To find out more see dixie-clipper.com; Max Gurney
can be reached at gurneymcm@aol.com

by audio announcements. In
future these announcements
will be made live by specially
trained staff. Those currently
in use are recorded in Paris and
can surprise, as with references
to B.O. (that’s right: Biot).

To find out more, visit the
English section of the SNCF
website at sncf.com. And if
you want to make a claim with
SNCEF, download the form from
our website: rivierareporter.
com/consumerism/273-got-a-
beef-with-the-sncf

Worth noting: the rail link
between Marseille St Charles
and Aix-en-Provence has been
upgraded (frequency, length
of journey, rolling stock) and
this makes a side trip to that
attractive university city much

easier. Marseille itself has had
an extensive facelift in prepa-
ration for next year when it
becomes European Capital of
Culture. Worth a visit maybe
now before the crowds arrive
(up to 3 million visitors are
expected in 2013).

Talking of rail travel, the
UK has the distinction of offer-
ing the EU’s highest train fares
along with some lousy service.
So what about those intercity
buses, National Express, espe-
cially? Much cheaper than the
train. Well, that’s soon to be
less true for some people. In
October the government is
scrapping the subsidy which
has allowed reduced fares for
oldies. Start saving, gran, and
take a train in 2014. |
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Business

Minding your own business

BY PETER JOHNSON

Hollande’s new
measures that
particularly hit
expatriates

Well, the dust is slowly
settling on the first few
months of Hollande’s
Presidency and, no surprises,
there have been several
unpopular tax changes to try
and make inroads into the
economic crisis and France’s
crippling national debt.

CAPITAL GAINS TAX

Under Sarkozy “tapering
relief” was abolished, so
now a secondary residence
has to be owned for a full
30 years before Capital
Gains Tax disappears.
Hollande’s extra “pun-
ishment” to the wealthy
foreigner with a holiday
home in France is to add
the wretched préléevements
sociaux to the Capital
Gains Tax; so whatever rate
you were at before (most
typically for EU members
at 19%) add on another
15.5%.

TAX ON RENTAL PROFIT

Actually introduced last
year under Sarkozy (remem-
ber him?), but rarely applied
by local tax offices across
France, and where it was
applied often overturned on
appeal. Effectively, any expa-
triate with a second home
in France generating rental
income will now be subject
to a flat-rate 20% income tax
PLUS 15.5% prélévements
sociaux (nothing social about
this; just tax by a different
name!) on the profit.

WEALTH TAX

Hollande’s new measures
have overturned Sarkozy’s
previous lax attitude to
collecting this tax; now, any-
one with over €1.3 million

is taxed at 0.25% on EVERY-
THING over and above
€800,000 (for amounts over
€3 million, it’s 0.5%).

INHERITANCE/GIFT TAX

Previously the gifting allow-
ance per child was €159,325
every 10 years; now the tax-
free allowance is €100,000
every 15 years with no
inflation-proofing.

VAT

Proposed increases to basic
VAT on goods and services
will not be happening, except
for those at the 5.5% rate,
which passes to 7% (not
good news if you’re doing
renovation work on your
home).

Other changes are afoot,
but these are the ones likely
to affect the expatriate reader
of this magazine most. “Will
the last person out, please
turn off the lights!” Anyone
still staying in France?

GOOD NEWS

The above bad news may
be tempered by a sliver of
good news, along the lines
of the great PPI misselling
scandal in the UK. Every
time anyone takes out a loan
or mortgage they are “sold”

life and disability insurance
(and loss of earnings cover)
to repay the loan if some-
thing happens to them. In an
actuarial world, only a small
portion of the premium is
actually needed to cover the
risk, ie, that the borrower
dies or gets injured. So, the
remainder of the premium is
pure “profit”. A French con-
sumer association (UFC Que
Choisir) has tested the water
and believes that French
consumers have also been
“ripped off” and are due for a
refund of an average €2000
per case. The banks and
insurance companies may
voluntarily pay up, or may
be forced to by legal action;
it’s early days yet. Watch this
space.

Ah well, it may help with
all the lovely new taxes. B
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Easily download these apps
from the links on our website,
keyword “ExpatApps” or use
the QR code on the next page.

O0FF T0 SCHOOL

e iTooch - Les Bases du
Francais

Paid language app to learn
French basics (€4.99). If
your child is struggling with
French at school this app is a
fun way to work on improv-
ing. Presented in game form,
it can even become addic-
tive for parents. It teaches
French grammar, spelling,
verb forms and vocabulary
in a child-friendly way. A
little pricey but well rated by
French teachers and parents.
iPad compatible. Fr.

Have you found an App
worth sharing? Email us via
the Reporter website

* Orthographe CE2

L W ol it § 0P rrrres B

If your child is entering CE2,
this French spelling app
(€4.99) should help with the
pesky business of accents,
subject/verb conformity and
conjugation. iPhone and iPad
optimised. Fr.

TECH

Bon App!

This issue we look at apps about returning to school or
work now that the summer break is well behind us.

¢ Quelle Histoire (Editor)
P r.p

_ Trocose

No child in the French
school system can escape
inevitable history lessons
concerning Napoleon,

Louis XIV and Joan of Arc.
These three apps from the
educational editor Quelle
Histoire make French history
easier on the brain cells.
Jeanne d’Arc: Fr, En, Ge, It,
Sp. (€2.39)

Napoleon: Fr, En, Sp. (€2.39)
Louis XIV: Fr, En. (€0.79)

¢ On tient la forme!

The basics of elementary
geometry using a farm and
its animals. Very basic but
good for maternelle and first
year primary students. iPad
compatible. Fr, En. (€2.39)

e Larousse Dictionnaire
Anglais/Francais
French-English diction-

ary with 250,000 words
and expressions. 400,000
translations in both direc-
tions. 3000 abbreviations.
Idiomatic expressions and
proverbs. Conjugation. And
it also pronounces words
and phrases in French or
English. All without inter-
net connection making this
app an investment for all
the family. iPhone and iPad
optimised. Fr, En. (€4.99)
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e Les tables de
multiplication
avec Gulli

p TESTE-TON N TAMURANT |

12x4=?

Using French terms to teach
simple multiplication tables
with a game-like interactive
interface. Fr. (€1.59)

AND BACK TO BUSINESS

¢ VAT Tool

R i) 4

If you struggle with “off the
top” or “from the bottom”
TVA/VAT calculations this is
one for you. This works out
the TVA from a tax-included
price (TTC) or the tax-
excluded price (HT). Select
in-app VAT from among the
rates for 59 different coun-
tries or enter your own rate
if you don’t find the rate you
need (such as special French
construction rates). Fr, En.
Essential and Free.

¢ CCl Nice Cote d’Azur
From the Chamber of
Commerce, local business
news, trade shows,
businesses for sale, useful
contacts and addresses. For
iPhone but iPad compatible.
French only. Free.

e Invest in Cote d’Azur

AT P Taca-. )
P Invest in Cote d"Azur

i WINDIN 30

T
L ) 0
am 9 <ol

Team Cote d’Azur, the
economic development
agency offers an app with
several functions. “Meet your
peers:” for business network-
ing; investment case studies;
economic news; practical
info and services. For iPhone
but iPad compatible. Entirely
in English. Free.

e Cyberplus
(Banque Populaire)

Aoz umil

Mes Comples

I Chusier s mavs e F Lom
You can’t be in business
without using a bank and this
app means you can take your
BPCA Cyberplus account
with you wherever you go.
Consult your balance on
an iPhone or iPad, report a
stolen or lost bankcard or
chequebook, get emergency
numbers, find the nearest
cash point. Fr. Free to BPCA
clients.



(APP DU MOTS

* GPSMemo

If, like me, you do business in Sophia
Antipolis and still can’t find your way
around one of the most inadequately
signposted business parks anywhere,
then GPSMemo is for you. It’s perfect
to remember just where that elusive
office building is. Hit the app’s “+”
button when you finally find the place
and you’ll be able to locate it again
anytime you want.

So how does this differ from your
car’s SatNav? To start with, your iPhone or iPad is a lot more
portable than an in-car GPS. And the list of recorded destina-
tions gives the precise distance from where you are at the
moment to any location you’ve added to your list.

Another unique feature is the “View” mode. Simply hold
your iPad or iPhone in front of you and turn in a circle. All
recorded locations within 5 kilometres from where you are
facing will show in their precise direction with distance so
you know which way and how far to go.

TIP: You can also record where you took a holiday photo,
found that shady picnic spot or that nice little restaurant, or
even a Reporter distribution point.

GPSMemo requires a GPS-equipped iPhone or iPad but
does not need an internet connection. It’s iPad optimised with
HD resolution for the new Retina screen. We had a crash
with this app but an email to the German developer, Bernhard
Koenig, corrected this in the version now in iTunes. Danke
Bernhard! En, Ge. (0.79€) M.M.
|

377 20" 20.06" N

122° 02" 02.79" W

41.00 m

READER'S APP

e Gourmet Guides

restaurant meal for a relaxing
break but do you know what
Italian or French dish you’re
eating? This app translates

Wysthre : dishes and culinary terms

| 1 - - E— between English, French,
i, : Italian and German. It aims
Maings) : to avoid those sometimes
Mantaiss (i k) . comical translations often to
Msnius be found even in the finest

establishments and removes
doubt from menu terms.
Can be used offline and con-
tains more than 2000 food

Hapoléon

Mapalitains & la)

Intermational

T-EmEST _C=EHE EESE DS

i o o B Ponjnclairn Clin of M

VVe help your
wealth grow on
the sunny.side !

Imernatisal-branchifcotedarur bangeepoputaine.Ir
www.cotedarur.banquepepulaire fr

*13 (8] A3 15 bW BANQUE POPULAIRE

COTE D'ATUN

BAMGUE & ASSURANCE

From St Pois, Robert West
at gourmetguides.eu has

developped an app for that
welcome break of eating out,

whether for work or pleasure.

There’s nothing like a nice

Use this QR Code to access

app links on our website.
Questions or suggestions?
Email us from our website.

definitions, not just merely
translated into English but
often explained in more
detail. Compatible reference
books available also.

iPad compatible.

En. Fr. It. Ge. (€0.79)
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ENGLISH - GARDEN

LEADING GARDEN DESIGN
ON THE COTE D'AZUR

We're a multi-talented team
committed to bringing great design to
every project we work on.

Visit our new website to find out more

about us, the work we do, examples of
our projects and how we can help you.

WWW.ENGLISHGARDENGROUP.COM

GARDEN
CENTRE

' LANDSCAPE
» 7 DESIGN

LANDSCAPE
CONSTRUCTION
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Off to school

A look at education options at the primary level

Back to
School
Allowance
2012

€356.20
ages 6-10

€375.85
ages 11-14

€388.87
ages 15-18

Visit caf.fr
to see if
you qualify.

BY JILL PENTON-BROWNE

Going international

Our region is well served by
international schools such as the
three I write about here which have
excellent reputations. A very signif-
icant part of their market is drawn
from the expat community where
parents want their children to have
a broad international perspective
similar to their own. That’s rarely
to be found among French teachers
who tend to have an outlook which
is firmly franco-frangais. “That’s
the problem,” a British father once
said to me. “I don’t want my boy
coming home saying Napoleon
was a good bloke.”

Mougins School

I spoke to Brian Hickmore
who’s been at the school for
27 years, 17 as head. (Mougins
School will celebrate its 20th
anniversary in 2015.) “Our big
news, of course, is that with the
opening of this school year we’ve
got a brand new primary build-
ing with 12 classrooms. That will
enable us to have double classes in
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years 3, 4 and 5. This September
our total enrolment tops 500 with
some 200 in the primary section.
About one-fifth of our pupils are
French. The strengthening of our
primary activity is important to
us as many who enter at that level
stay with us right through to uni-
versity entrance. Historically, we
have a close relationship to the
British system and our curriculum
is mainly UK-oriented. French, of
course, has an important role, with
sessions four times a week.

“I"d stress two points. Firstly,
we firmly believe that a happy
child learns more easily and we
aim to have an atmosphere that
is serious but relaxed. Activities,
which aren’t strictly academic,
play an important role, notably
music, art and sport. Secondly as
a non-selective school we need to
be very alert to some pupils’ spe-
cial needs. As well as our overall
special needs coordinator we have
another member of staff who deals
specifically with the learning dif-
ficulties of those at the critical
primary level. It’s at that time you
can set a child off on the path to
realising his or her full potential.
Dealing with those special needs

calls for special skills on the part
of a human teacher. Today, of
course, we have to find the right
role for those new technologies
which have largely replaced chalk
and talk. They are very useful
but need to be used with care and
discretion.”

International School of Monaco

ISM was founded in 1994 to
serve the Principality’s expand-
ing expat community. Today it
has some 500 students on roll
representing 44 nationalities; of
these 146 are in the primary sec-
tion. I talked to Jenny O’Fee from
rural County Down in Northern
Ireland (“There were just 50 in
my school”) who heads up the
section. She came to Monaco four
years ago after eight years teach-
ing in Italy.

“We’re a bilingual school
which means English and French
are used for teaching on alternate
days. That means a lot of effort
all round but it seems to work
well. Where the basic subjects
are concerned we put a lot of
stress on treating each child as an
individual. This takes account of
our students’ varied backgrounds
— coming out of Monaco’s inter-
national community — and also of
their likely specific futures in simi-
lar communities.

“Obviously, developing basic
skills is the priority but we want
our pupils to develop into well-
rounded human beings. There’s
a lot of music, sport, and extra-
circular activities, too. And we’re
very concerned that they should
develop a high degree of self-
confidence and feel ready, when
appropriate, to express themselves
on the social problems we bring to
their attention — everything from
the protection of the environment,
where we’ve got a good case
study to hand in Prince Albert’s
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Kids born at Christmas don’t do so well

o says Julien Grenet of France’s National
Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS) who's
been studying the educational performance of
children born at the beginning and end of the
year: “A baby arriving
around Christmas
might seem the best
present the parents
could hope for. But
there’s a snag. Because
of the way French kids
are recruited into the
school system, those
born at the end of
the year are likely to
start when they’re less
mature than those
born earlier. Those
born in the last few
weeks get poorer
grades, are more likely to repeat a year and don't
qualify for the more prestigious lycée courses. And
then after school they end up earning less. Sad, |
know, but true.”

“I speak English to Richard, and Gabriel

talks to him in French”

hat’s right: it's one of those savvy expat families

who'’ve picked up on the oft-repeated advice
that in a mixed couple each parent should address
a child in his or her own language and so offer
the youngster the best chance of growing up
bilingual. But the outcome can be unexpected.
The famous Bristol-born physicist Paul Dirac - who
grew up very weird — heard only French from his
Swiss father and English from his mother Flo. He
concluded, and long believed, that all men and
women spoke different languages. In the young
Dirac’s day, of course - he was born in 1902 - there
was neither radio nor television to disprove his
induction.

campaign for the bluefin tuna,
to the role of IT in our lives,
including social media. In
terms of teaching material,
we’ve selected from the very
rich range available from the
international bilingual cir-
ricula and we’ve arrived at a
programme that is effective as
a basis for teaching and clearly
stimulating. They’re learning
and they’re enjoying it.”

Ecole Bilingue Internationale
de la Cote d’Azur

EBICA is the youngest
of our international schools,
opening its doors on September
18th, 2006. In at the beginning
was Jayne Pirson (“I’'m always
explaining that I’'m not Jane
Pearson”) who moved here
after seven years teaching in
Silicon Valley. “California
here I come, okay, but even-
tually I needed to get away. It
wasn’t the life I wanted for my
children.”

Jayne has seen the school
grow in size as at each rentrée
another year is added on.
Currently there are 122 on roll
of which 80% in the primary
section, which she heads up.
“Obviously that proportion is
going to change. By the way,
we’ve got 22 nationalities with
us at the moment.” Jayne is
fully aware that those children
are experiencing something
very different from what goes

on in the average French pri-
mary school. “First of all, for
us each child, with his or her
particular talents and difficul-
ties, represents an individual
educational project. Secondly,
and this is not much appreci-
ated by the French, children
have changed over recent
years and can’t be treated as
they were 30 years ago. Their
relationship with adults has
changed and then there’s the
whole IT factor and espe-
cially social media. My time
in Silicon Valley taught me
that their use needs careful
monitoring.

“As our name makes clear,
we’re a bilingual school with
one of the two languages used
on alternated days. Where
subjects like art and music are
concerned, we take an inte-
grated approach. For example,
some classes have been study-
ing Jules Verne’s Around the
World in Eighty Days which
offered scope for work in sev-
eral areas, from painting and
song to history and geography.
In all our work we want our
pupils to learn and at the same
time have the fullest opportu-
nity to express themselves.”

Finally, with obvious
pride, Jayne showed me the
school’s brand new premises,
just opened. “We did a great
job in the old building, no
doubt about it — but this is
marvellous.” B
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So what about the French
school up the road?

One advantage, you might
think, is that it’s free. Well, not
quite. That’s to overlook the rather
long list of items that parents are
expected to pay for at the start of
each school year. Actually, there’s
a bit of good news this time round.
Francois Hollande has kept his
campaign promise to up the gov-
ernment grant given to parents to
help them meet this expense. This
year at primary level there’s a pay-
out of €356.20 for each child, a
rise of 25% on 2011. And yes you
can claim this if you have a child
in one of the international schools
on condition you are within the
qualifying income band and you
produce a certificat de scolarité
from the school. To find out more
ask at your caisse d’allocations
familiales.

Incoherence of educational
policy

In theory, there’s great uniform-
ity among schools at every level in
the French system, a notion much
cherished by Napoleon. In fact,
there’s quite a lot of variation. One
point not always appreciated by
foreigners is that the local mayor
has considerable influence over the
école communale for which he has
direct responsibility. I recall a story
from the Var of some years ago
about a mayor who was violently
anti-British after his daughter was
dumped and divorced by a man
from perfide Albion. His lead was
followed by the primary school’s
directrice and a couple of English
kids in school weren’t treated too
well. Teachers, of course, are a
mixed bunch and expat parents
have talked to me over the years
of a range of attitudes from the
immensely helpful to the openly
hostile.

What I’'m talking about here
really are the public schools,
attended by 80% of children; the
rest are in private schools, mainly
run by the Catholic Church. These
have a reputation for higher aca-
demic standards, stricter discipline

12,125,300
school students
in France

849,647
teachers in French
schools

64,835
French schools and
colleges, public
and private

Average expenditure
per student per year
€5730 primary level
€8330 junior high
€11,600 high school

Source: education.gouv.fr
- 2010/11 school year

and a more pastoral approach
although these days religion is less
salient than in the past. Funded
by the State, they are remarkably
cheap and are subject to overall
government direction. To a greater
or lesser extent, they share the
problems of the public schools.

One of those is the incoherence
of educational policy which is
constantly being modified. In half
a century there have been 30 min-
isters — an average of one every
20 months — and each appointee
likes to appear to be a new broom.
Sarko’s last Education Minister,
Luc Chatel, was pushing for “phi-
losophy from age five” (Huh!).
His socialist successor, Vincent
Peillon, has binned that idea but,
to the sighs of many teachers, has
announced a great debate about the
schools covering everything from
the length of the school year and
pay to the training of teachers.

In recent years, there has been
increasing criticism of the schools
by French observers. Jean-Paul
Brighelli, a vociferous commenta-
tor on the topic, calls the primary
schools “a factory for making
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At school in Nice but growing
up with a Kiwi outlook

ulie Belleudi, from Wellington, New

Zealand, came to Nice in 2002 with her
French husband Guy whom she’d met in
London. They have three children (above) -
Chloe, nearly 9, Estelle, 7 and William, who's
5 this month. | spoke to her down the line
to Wellington where she was spending her
summer break with the children.
“We looked at the local public primary
school which was very big, too big, we
thought, but luckily there was a Catholic
school close by, much smaller, easy to get
to, and that’s where all three Belleudis
now are. Of course, I've been making
comparisons with my own primary school
days back in New Zealand. It was much
more relaxed than here, less demanding.
My children’s school expects them to work
hard and show that they're really learning
although just last year they stopped giving
marks. I'd say that we were made welcome
when we arrived - we as parents, and then
each of the children. One thing I notice,
though, is that they don’t take an especially
personal approach to their pupils. There’s
a more or less standard line for everything.
For example, they decided Estelle had a
language problem — with pronunciation
and vocabulary - and she was sent off to
a speech therapist. Actually, | think it was
just that growing up bilingual she got a
bit confused at times. Another thing is
how early they teach kids to do proper
handwriting. Back home, friends tell me
their children go on using big block letters
for years. | think we've been very lucky in
one way. The school isn't like those places
I've heard of which are very academic.
They do a lot of music — with an excellent
teacher — and they get art and sport each
twice a week. If you put it to me, I'd say
they're happy in school, and | think they're
getting a good education. But I'd like them
to grow up with a Kiwi outlook and that's
my job.” J.P.B.



idiots”, employing a style of teaching which still
depends largely on the mechanical learning of facts
then measured by old-fashioned testing methods.
This makes pupils anxious to show they’ve done
what the teacher required but offers little scope for
originality. On the other hand, they often become
anxious over their marks and, according to several
studies, are prone to stress-related conditions such
as disturbed sleep and stomach upsets. They are
also frequently tired, given their long school day.
As Peter Gumbel, a British writer (who’s had three
children in the system) has said, “Just look at the
kids in the école primaire — at that age they should
look happy; often they don’t.”

Kindergarten - Maternelle
Ages 3-6

Primary school - Ecole élémentaire
Ages 6-11

Junior High - Collége
Ages 11-15

High school - Lycée
Ages 15-18

Uncomprehending treatment

What strikes foreign — especially Anglo-Saxon
— observers is how the French school, and this is
especially damaging in the earlier years, reacts to
the child who is clearly “different”. Historically
this is explicable. Until the end of the 19th century
the official doctrine was that linstituteur institue
la nation. In other words, it was the task of the
primary teacher to create good little French citizens
out of a population in which there was enormous
cultural and linguistic diversity. The legacy of that
mission survives in the often poor and uncompre-
hending treatment accorded to dyslexic and autistic
children in today’s schools and, in some places, the
less than warm welcome given to foreign pupils.
Slow learners — defined as anomalous — are also
offered little understanding. The common remedy
for a poor report card is to make the child repeat
the year (redoublement). This happens to one pupil
in six, on average, in primary classes. It often
achieves almost nothing (performance in 80% of
cases remains static or declines).

Christian Forestier, a former senior Ministry of
Education official, points to two major deficiencies
in the French primary school: “First, our teachers
get no serious training in how to teach, just a basic
grounding in subjects. That’s a huge lack. Secondly,
the curriculum is in a mess. On one hand, certainly
in practice, it’s too rigidly academic — virtually no
music or art, very little sport — and on the other hand
it’s always being tinkered with. Start English at five
— a great idea but not for kids who in many places
aren’t being taught their own language properly.”
If you’re thinking of the French school up the road
Bonne chance! R

ecoe bingue - ntemMational school
cote d'azur - sophia antipolis

PRESCHOOL - PRIMARY - SECONDARY

BILINGUAL FRENCH-ENGLISH EDUCATION

NEW CAMPUS - SEPT 2012!!!

Classes from Preschool to Secondary school
(ages 2 to 14 - IGCSE).

2700 sq m campus, 5000 sq m of garden
Cafeteria, Science lab, Theatre, Art/Media facility
Learning hub, Computer lab, Multi-activity room,

Playground and so much more!

...Come and see us,
and learn everything about our new campus.
Admissions all year long.

For more information on our programmes,
call +33 (0) 4 93 64 32 84 or visit www.ebicaschool.com.
Les Espaces de Sophia, 245 routes des Lucioles.
06560 Sophia Antipolis.

“MOUGINS
AN INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION SCHOOL
Unique on the Céte d'Azur, Mougins School follows the British
curriculum and offers an advanced international programme to
students of 3 - 18 years of age. On completion of their IGCSE, AS
and A-Level examinations, students from over thirty-five
countries gain worldwide entry into further education.

* Purpose built campus

* State of the art facilities

* Art, Music, Theatre and Sport are an integral part of the programme
* Caring family atmosphere

* 100% pass rate at A-Levels for the past three years
» Completion of new Primary building in September 2012

information@mougins-school.com

Fax 00 33 (0)4 9375 31 40

Tel 00 33 (0)4 93 90 15 47
www.mougins-school.com
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LIFESTYLE

Old and younger in Menton

Patrick Middleton talks to two Brits living in the city who were born
half a century apart

Richard West
and Susanne
Batstone,
who is exactly
half the age
of Richard,
are Menton
residents.

R ichard West came on the scene
in London in 1920. That’s two
years before the birth of BBC radio
and sixteen years before the launch
of television at Alexandra Palace.
“Both these media have played a
huge part in my life. I was actu-
ally an extra in a television play
in 1937. My father was an actor
and I suppose that’s why I acquired
what people always called my
excellent diction. I didn’t care
for school much and at sixteen I
went to France for a while which
I much enjoyed. When I returned
I enrolled at the London Theatre
Studio where my teacher was the
brilliant French director Michel
Saint-Denis. Having the language
proved useful when I was called
up. I did liaison work with the Free
French and met de Gaulle several
times.

“When I got out of uniform
I started on my long career as an
actor and — much my preference
— a director. For years radio was
a very big thing for me, anything
from very serious drama on the
Third Programme to playing a
villain in Dick Barton. You know,
some people say radio acting is a
soft option. No way! My inspi-
ration was my mother who was
Gladys Young, surely the finest
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English woman radio actor of
all time. I still meet people who
remember her voice and her subtle

“My City is a Garden”
Menton's slogan

316
days of sunshine per year in
Menton

8
number of private and public
gardens in Menton

7 hectares
size of land that rare plant
species have acclimatised
between ponds and statues
at Serre de la Madone Garden

1924
the year Lawrence Johnston,
an American born in Paris,
began his winter garden
in Menton. It took him two
decades to complete the
Serre de la Madone.

use of it. But I wasn’t just that
man on the wireless. I spent very
little time ‘resting’. I did cinema
for Rank, a lot of repertory and in

later years I got to go on theatrical
junkets to places like Australia and
Canada. And by the late Fifties, of
course, television was taking up a
lot of my time. That was direct-
ing which I’'m much better at than
acting, to be honest. My favourite
show was No Hiding Place, a cult
crime series in the Sixties on ITV.
I also had two longish spells with
the BBC as a drama director.”

When Richard decided to slow
down rather (he remained on call
for many years) why did he choose
to settle in Menton? “I’d been here
on holiday and I liked it and it was
close to Italy where I enjoy having
Iunch.” And how would he rate the
experience of growing old? “Not
very favourably! You can’t get
about too easily and — the worst
thing — all your old mates die off.
That’s hard for theatre people who
tend to keep in touch across the
years and love to reminisce. As
you can see, though, I'm still wide-
awake. You have to keep mentally
active so I read a lot. I don’t have
a television.”

S usanne Batstone is exactly half
the age of Richard West. “I was
born in 1966 in Ipswich in Suffolk.
Funnily enough, I found I'm liv-
ing in a house here in Menton once



occupied by Daevid Fortune,
a well-remembered figure
from the old-style Riviera
Radio, who also came from
Ipswich. People often say,
by the way, that I look and
sound very English. That’s
a bit misleading. My father
was Ukrainian — my maiden
name is Bohush which I'm
told means something to do
with God — and my mother
German. At school I decided I
wanted to do something where
I’d help people. When I was
eighteen I joined a manage-
ment training programme at
Lloyds Bank which might not
sound like what I was after. In
fact, I was in what they now
call Human Resources and did
lots of people-oriented train-
ing and personal development,
which I loved because it helps
motivate people. At one point
it seemed as if I had a career
all mapped out.”

So what changed? “I met
my now ex-husband, another
native of Suffolk. He was a
marine engineer working on
yachts. He got a job down here
and I moved after a couple of
years. I soon realised I was a
yachting widow. He was often
away working and eventually
our relationship crumbled and
ended in divorce. I was left,
though, with two fantastic
young children — Catherine,
now 18, and Christopher, 15
— and I had ten rather tough
years as a single working
mother. That’s the sort of
experience that either makes
you or breaks you. To win
through you’ve got to be pos-
itive. I was helped, no doubt
about it, by the fact that from
the from the start I’d been
determined to integrate with
the local French community.
When my marriage ended I
didn’t feel totally isolated as
can happen in some cases. |
had some English friends, of
course, but I also felt part of
a French world, too. School
played its part: I'd put my
children into private Catholic
schools and made some good

friends among the parents.
The advice I’d offer to anyone
settling here is simple: learn
French and reach out to people.

“I was brought up as a
Catholic but drifted away.
Then, in dealing with my var-
ious difficulties including the
loss of both my parents after
my husband left, I realised that
I’d got through by calling on
my inner resources. Easy to
say but — for some people — not
so easy to do on their own. I
became interested in a variety
of personal development pro-
grammes — I started off pretty
sceptical, I admit — and I’ve
been very active introducing
these to our English-speaking
community. I’ve organised
seminars and courses with
Alison Prideaux, a local who
presents Mindfulness Based
Stress Reduction, and I’ve
brought the life coach Cate
Mackenzie down a couple of
times who ‘aims to help peo-
ple build their confidence and
create the life of their dreams’.
It’s easy to be dismissive but
these approaches can work
and need to be looked at with
an open mind.”

Has Susanne’s Menton
changed during her two dec-
ades here? “Well, it’s always
been for me an attractive
town, and great place to bring
up kids. On the social side, the
English-speaking community
has been changing. More and
more younger people —often
working in Monaco — have
been moving in and the British
Association, under Birgitt
Nordbrink, has been widening
its activities to take account of
this. I’ve played my part — by
running charity walks, for
example, which don’t attract
those with walking-sticks.”
At 46, and training to become
a Bach practitioner, does she
sense a midlife crisis? “Not
at all. I go with the flow and
take it as it comes with a posi-
tive attitude. Who knows — in
2058 I may be blowing out
92 candles like Richard’s just
done!” m

(?,“ The Spectrum IFA Group Partner
MIKE LORIMER SARL

Financial Planning Seminar
For expatriates living in France
10th Oct. Domaine St Endreol Var

Subjects to be covered:

- French tax changes update

- Tax benefits of using assurance vie

- The significant tax advantages of QROPS

- Currencies direct: how to get
institutional rates to beat the bank

- Financial Market Update

To go to one of these events contact:

Tel: +33(0)6 2185 84 42/ +33(0)4 93 74 73 35
e-mail: info@mikelorimer.com
www.mikelorimer.com

Mike Lorimer - Orias No. 07032481

www.ericblairnet.com

Eric Blair

insurance
assurance

FED UP

. WITH

YOUR
COMPUTER?

' CALLTHE EXPERTS

INTERNET - ENGLISH SOFTWARE - CONSULTING
& TROUBLESHOOTING « COMPUTER SALES

I3 avenue St Michel, Monte-Carle, MC98000 Monaco
Tel: +377 93 50 20 92 Fax: +377 93 50 45 26
Email: info@galeforce.com  Web: www.galeforce.com
COMPUTER SALES E: SERVICE IN ENGLISH SINCE 1988
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Relationships

The Love Coach

Sex therapist and expat relationship expert for nearly 10 years,
Nathalie Giraud answers readers’ questions

The F-Word: fidelity

hy are married men unfaithful and what are they looking

for in an extra-marital affair? It seems worse on the
Riviera. I’ve been married twice, cheated on twice and divorced
twice. I’'m a middle-aged woman who no longer believes in love.
DG, Menton

There are many ways to answer your question
DG since it’s such a vast and sensitive subject.
However, the issue of a third party in a couple can-
not be restricted to men alone; there are as many
Western women nowadays that have the time,
means, inclination, and freedom to engage into a
one-night stand or an ongoing relationship whilst

married.

Could it be that the sea and sun, the wealth and
power and the enterprising women present on the
Riviera have an added attraction for the married
men? Well, the choice and opportunities here are
similar to those you would find in major interna-

tional cities.

Whether here or there, whichever way you
describe it — unfaithfulness, cheating, an affair, a
fling — the impact, once discovered, is not only
shattering to the ego but is a source of immense
pain and anger. You feel betrayed which leads to
endless questioning, self-doubt and lack of trust in
your partner’s words and behaviour. Indeed, vows
and promises you once took for sexual exclusivity
when you got married are broken. This time of crisis
during a marriage is said to lead to divorce in half of
the cases. As for the other half, it has ... a positive
effect, as the couple not only overcomes marital
infidelity, but sometimes finds it even strengthens

the relationship.

Once discovered, the first issue to consider is
whether it was a very short (one-night stand), short
or long-term external relationship. For me, these
carry distinct weights and meanings and can be

approached differently.
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Then the couple needs to consider if they both
want to work at repairing the relationship and build
back the trust, as there is some serious talking to
be done. At the risk of shocking a few readers, it
takes two to make it, and in all fairness it also takes
two to break it for whatever (un)conscious reasons
there might be.

I would say it’s a myth to believe that extra-
marital sex is more male oriented because of their
genes (“spreading his seeds”), hormones, predatory
instincts or inability to conjugate love and sex. Of
course you do have a few sex addicts, made famous
with the likes of Michael Douglas or more recently
with DSK, but they aren’t representative of the male
population. Very often long term extra-marital sex is
the sign of an underlying problem in the marriage,
showing that there is something wrong with the
relationship and lack of sex isn’t the driving force,
so to speak. Here’s the truth: the major pitfall in
today’s marriages is communication breakdown. In
my practice, it’s the number one complaint time and
time again. Each partner has forgotten to share and
communicate about what matters to them — goals,
desires, money, education, interests, social life —
which builds an ever-growing sense of frustration,
fuels quarrelling and in turn leads to dissatisfied
sex.

Then there are others who engage in affairs
(small, big or supersized) because they need to reas-
sure themselves of their power of seduction, to spice
up a dull (love) life, to check everything is working
properly, to be heard/understood/valued/recognized,
to feel alive and vibrant again, to just hope again ...

Of course, it could just be that you’ve married
the wrong person for the wrong reason, trusting him
rather than trusting you and your inner feelings of
what feels right and good for you. You wrote in your
letter DG that your father cheated on your mother
many times before he left the family to remarry and
then divorce again. It would be interesting to find
out, with the help of a therapist, how much of that
past history is intertwined with your two divorces,
repeating a scenario that is not totally yours.

“Should I stay or should I go now?” as the
Clash would sing. There is no right or wrong, nor
specific guideline to follow but certainly there are
decisions to be carefully thought out, choices to be
made, voices to be heard, and actions to be taken to
give the relationship a “new go” or a “no go”.

Whichever path you take, try not to build walls
around your heart or the possibility to love again.
There are good people out there (even on the Cote
d’Azur!) you just have to believe that you are
worthy. B

Send your question to Nathalie Giraud c/o
the Riviera Reporter (see page 46) or email
TheLoveCoach®@rivierareporter.com
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Gardening

Gardener’s Notes: Learning the trade

BY JAMES HARTLEY

DIRECTOR, ENGLISH GARDEN GROUP

66 hat a
W shame
that successive
governments
continue to
focus on what
is, in my opinion,
the wrong end
of the spectrum
to solve their
problems. You
can’t keep
looking at
taxation of
“the rich” as
the solution.”

James Hartley

I think | must be getting old. Oh, Lord —
there I’ve said it.

Though I've spent years berating my father
for uttering that phrase, genetics would appear to
have won through, as if some time sensitive-trigger
mechanism has been tripped in my DNA relating
to age consciousness. Yet the fact remains that it
seems only yesterday that we were preparing for
the onset of spring and waiting for the buds to burst
forth; I must have blinked because the summer is
already waning. The wonderfully intense heat that I
adore is already slowly leaking out of the days, and
dusk is starting his inexorable crawl back towards
late afternoon so that darkness can reclaim the early
evenings. I wonder sometimes why it feels that the
passage of time appears faster with each passing
year. The seasons seem now to flicker past, in a way
too fast to enjoy. I used to believe that I was just
busier each year, however I know now this isn’t pos-
sible. I’ve come to the conclusion that the human
perception of the rate of passage of time continually
increases, as any fixed amount of time is a continu-
ally smaller fraction of the total experience of your
lifetime, hence it feels shorter. I’m sure someone far
wiser than I has elaborately discussed this subject
in a thesis — I just haven’t had the time to read it.
Oh to rediscover that wonderful sensation felt as a
child: playing in the garden at the start of the sum-
mer holidays you had eternity in front of you. Now,
only two days after starting my summer holiday
I’'m already thinking about the important things that
need to be done at work when I get back. Indeed, the
immortal words of George Bernard Shaw, “youth
is wasted on the young” never seemed more true
(and no, it wasn’t Robbie Williams that penned that
phrase into the song Eternity in case you were won-
dering — but I will admit that I also had to look up
the real author).
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Apprenticeships: worth more to the nation
than taxing the rich

On the subject of youth, it’s that time of year
again we welcome into our ranks at the company a
new apprentice (or two). This we do every year in
partnership with the agricultural college in Antibes,
which looks to place students for between one and
three years in companies, while they prepare for
various levels of exams in the horticultural industry.
Amazingly they struggle to find places at times for
all of the students. I feel passionately about this: it’s
crucial that young people learn practical skills “on
site” whilst gaining valuable industry experience in
order that they be able to make a useful participation
later on. This has a huge influence on their chances
of gaining employment at the end of their studies —
and I can confidently say this with more authority
than any politician since I run a small company and
I take the decision who to employ. Over the years
we have seen about one in two stay with us at the
end of their apprenticeship to become a full-time
employee, and some of our best new employees
have followed this path. I started my working life
with no intention of having anything to do with
the horticultural industry — yet thanks to a year of
experience within it — realised that this was where
I could fulfil my potential doing something that I
really enjoyed and that fitted my skill set.

It’s a shame that successive governments con-
tinue to focus on what is, in my opinion, the wrong
end of the spectrum to solve their problems; you
can’t keep looking at taxation of “the rich” (itself
a rather dubious concept) as the solution. Instead,
it’s the upcoming generations that will fill the boots
of the older, and conversely, without employment,
add dramatically to the cost of providing social
protection. Ultimately, having a maximum number
of young people gainfully employed as early as
possible has to be, in my book, the surest way to
ensuring individual fulfilment, community cohesion
and enduring prosperity. It’s therefore very sad that
“manual” industries seem to be looked at with such
low esteem: so many of the young people I vet for
new positions have tried every kind of job imagi-
nable and would rather be something else, or better
still, a fonctionnaire, than get their hands dirty.

The “péatissier” theory

Indeed, when you step back and look at it, there
has been an unrelenting devaluation of manual
professions — this has to change. Although appren-
ticeships exist, the system needs to be widened and
strengthened, back to something similar to a century
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ago when you properly learnt a trade before taking
a fully-fledged role in a job. For some reason, as it
is, when a entrance level position becomes avail-
able we collect applications of every kind — yet we
receive a disproportionate number of applications
from young men who have first tried their hand at
just about everything, but
among other things, being
patissiers. A theory to explain
the “patissier phenomenon in
horticulture” is still a work in
progress. Being a sucker for
the enthusiastic and willing
underdog however I'll often
give them a chance. Sadly,
during the first couple of
months they are often as use-
ful in a team as a chocolate
teapot, and we have to train
them in every aspect of the
profession. This can be expensive for us since all
the while we’re paying full costs — salary and social.
How much better it would be that they had fol-
lowed an apprenticeship scheme? Not only would
this allow them to learn the skills they need under
the umbrella of reduced costs to the company train-
ing them, but also allow them to “commit” to a
specific trade, something which if not present is
rather an obstacle to training within a company as
the risk is greater they are going to disappear when
the going gets tough.

I believe France has got much right in many
respects: good social protection (provided by the
heavily-legislated labour law) and the fantastic
healthcare (funded by high company social costs)
are both in themselves things to be proud of in a
modern society — but even the most dim-witted poli-
tician must see what every business owner knows:
these collude to create a massive barrier to entry to
employment at the lower level. While the apprentice
system is open to abuse (I know small firms that
have as many apprentices as full-time staff which is
patently ridiculous) this is easily legislated against.
As a small company I cap the number of apprentices
to two (against a backdrop of twenty-five full-time
staff) to ensure proper encadrement.

Apprenticeships remain though, in my opin-
ion, one of the best ways to ease the passage into
full-time employment for those with few industry
specific skills, bridging the gap between unem-
ployed and employed, making it easier on both sides
during the transition. If you happen to know a politi-
cian, please feel free to give them a shake. m

It’s very sad that
“manual” industries
seem to be looked

at with such low
esteem: so many of
the young people |

vet for new positions
would rather be a
fonctionnaire, than

get their hands dirty.
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What the Reporter

« If you are engaged
in a non-profit
activity in the Var,
post your club
events and news
on our forum.

« Small businesses
can also use the
contact form to send
us their details for a
free standard entry
in our e-Directory.

- Online commercial
classifieds are also
free for the next
few months.

« You can initiate
or comment on

topics of interest
to Var residents.

Our site is free and
at your service.
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Minister Vallaud-Belkacem wants
prostitution in France to be illegal.
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Another lap to go?

The question of the French
Grand Prix returning to the
Var (see previous issues) is
back. Absent from France
since 2008 the F1 GP wasn’t
thought to return and even if
it did, the Var wasn’t going to
get it. And now ...

President Hollande states
that he does indeed want
the return of Formula One
to France “after too long an
absence” but the Socialist
government has made it clear
that the state will not help
with funding. This leaves
things pretty much in the
hands of the two contend-
ing venues: Magny Cours in
the Nievre and Le Castellet
in the Var with the FFSA
(French Automobile Sporting
Federation) as referee. We now
learn that the FFSA has indeed
resuscitated the French GP
project by tabling three pos-
sible scenarios: either Magny
Cours, or Le Castellet or alter-
nating between the two like
the Spanish GP — which will
now take place in Valencia
and Barcelona on alternat-
ing years. If funding is found
and the Var track can be made
ready in time for the 2013 sea-
son, it might just happen.

And speaking of laps, just
when we thought they were
gone forever, back come les
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Transhumance: shepherds facing more
than snow falls to protect their flocks.
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girls. Banning roadside pros-
titutes from the communes of
Les Adrets and Montauroux
by municipal decree hasn’t
really been all that effective.
Soliciting for sex is illegal in
France but prostitution isn’t, a
situation that Women’s Rights
Minister Najat Vallaud-Belk-
acem would like to see changed.
As long as les girls along the
lake road stand there passively
and don’t proactively tout for
custom it’s not easy to imple-
ment an effective outright ban
as decreed by the two neigh-
bouring communes. Again,
there is a discussion topic
about this on our web forum.

Some restaurants around
the lake have been under rather
more observation than the ladies
of pleasure (a term very much
questioned by some of our
forum posters). Scrutinised in
early September by URSSAF,
the tax police and the
Inspection du Travail,, no seri-
ous illegalities were uncovered.

Country concerns

It’s transhumance time
again when the shepherds drive
their flocks to lower pastures
before the first snows fall at
altitude. It’s a sight to see and
photograph in all its pastoral
glory. Shepherds are a hardy
bunch so it’s not for them that

Photo:Angela George

Clooney rumoured to be house
hunting in the Var. What else?

the migration is necessary; the
sheep prefer the warmer low-
lands in winter and can feed
more easily there.

Walter Ricci, a 67-year-
old shepherd from Le Pradet
stays outdoors with his flock
through all types of weather
and sometimes even brings
them as near as the outskirts
of Toulon. But Walter has
the same gripe as other shep-
herds further to the east where
wolves — a protected species
and recently introduced in
nearby Italy and the Riviera
hinterland — are now making
their way into the Var.

Deer also fall victim to
these predators and several
carcasses have been found,
at times alarmingly close to
villages. Although attacks on
humans in our area are unheard
of, that doesn’t stop some Var
residents from worrying about
their families’ safety in more
remote areas. There is a dis-
cussion on this on our web
forum. Suggestions and expe-
riences are posted, so if you’ve
come up against a problem
with wolves where you are,
do add your point of view.

An early hunting
season in Correns

The most farcical run-
around of the summer in the
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Var had to be the Brangelina
“non-wedding” in Correns.
So persistent were rumours
that Brad Pitt and Angelina
Jolie were to tie the knot on
August 18th at their Chateau
Miraval estate that local mayor
Michaél Latz had to deal with
an influx of hopeful journalists
and celebrity snappers from
around the world.

Latz, however, was
emphatic: “If there was a Pitt-
Jolie wedding planned here,
I’d know about it because you
can’t marry in France without
an official declaration to the
local mairie which is then pub-
lished on the notice board. We
haven’t had one.” Latz went
on to say that Pitt and Jolie
were a welcome presence in
the area and “a lovely couple
with adorable children”.

Those children have ever
more space to play in as the
couple is gradually buying
up properties around theirs to
expand the Chateau Miraval
plot. Their friend George
Clooney, who resides much
of the year on Italy’s beautiful
Lake Como, is a regular visi-
tor to Chateau Miraval. He is
also rumoured to be looking
at large properties nearby and
has appointed a local estate
agent to search on his behalf.

The mayor’s rumour man-
agement skills could well be
called into action yet again
before much longer.

VARiables

Green thumbs in the Var, John
Lancaster and Jim North (of
cycling fame) have contacted
us about the Var Gardener’s
Group (see contact details on
page 46) who regularly plan
visits and tours, including a

trip to the English Garden
Centre on September 26th
with a stop off at Brittain’s
Homestore followed by a
visit of Les Bambous du
Mandarin in Montauroux
along the Siagne. There’s
also Gondwana Féte, a plant
festival at the Domaine du
Rayol on October 6th while
on October 23rd a plant swap
is planned at Salernes. See
Events pages 42-43 for more.

April 5th marked the 100th
anniversary of the sinking
of the Titanic and even
though the wreckage was
found more than 25 years
ago, there’s never been a
device small enough to
manoeuvre around the inside
completely. Until now. The
world’s smallest robot —
Robin (Robot observation
and inspection of nautilus)

— was invented by engineers
at the French Research
Institute for Sea Exploitation
in La Seyne. Thy robot
snapped 13,000km of
photos and videos of cabins,
corridors, galleys, dining
rooms and elsewhere.

A 36-year-old Var actor,
Fabien Baiardi, has been
chosen to protect Nicole
Kidman in Olivier Dahan’s
next film, Grace of Monaco.
Baiardi, who lives on the
outskirts of Toulon in Revest-
les-Eaux, was last seen on
Rust and Bone (De rouille

et d’os) where he chatted

up Marion Cotillard in a
night club. Grace of Monaco
with its budget nearing $15
million, will focus on the
political and financial crisis
between France and the
Rock 1962. Harris Stobbs ®
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Monaco

Monaco Murmurs

BY MOLLY BROWN

The International
Musical Fireworks
Competition organ-
ised by the Monaco
mairie since 1966,
takes place during
the summer season
with four evenings
that light up the
sky of the Princi-
pality. This year's
event took place
from July 22nd
to Aug 30th, with
England’s Aug
25th performance
(pictured) earn-
ing first place.
Photo: S.Lobono

As thousands of tourists crowded into the Cote
d’Azur for summer holidays, like the Parisians,
most Monaco residents left to escape one of the hot-
test Augusts in years. The few who stayed went to
swim at daybreak to escape the heat and the crowds
which crammed the beach from morn to night. With
an eye on the main chance, seaside cafes put their
prices up as much as 30% and one restaurant in
town startled late night diners by charging dou-
ble for drinks ordered after 10pm! Massive cruise
ships arrived daily with hundreds of passengers who
trudged perspiring through the hot streets behind
the ubiquitous bobbing umbrellas; some escaped
into the cool of the museums or the underground
grotto at Jardin Exotique, and the Oceanographic
Museum’s unique collection of the wonders of the
deep is always a cool underwater experience. It
all cooled down when the lively British fireworks
display ended with a typical British downpour
of rain ... and won the international fireworks
competition.

THE PEOPLE’S CASINO

A desperate deed in desperate times, or in
tune with the perceived necessity to “modernise”
Monaco, the Casino went Hip Hop this summer. As
James Bond was busy escorting the Queen to the
London Olympics, the Casino let its hair down and
allowed the world and its wife to enter the glorious
belle epoque interior with no restraint or entrance
fee, torn jeans and dirty sneakers notwithstanding.
No news as yet as to how much was won or lost, but
a few residents expressed surprise and some “shock
horror” and John Cleese decided to get married in
the Caribbean instead of Monaco ... and no one
knows whether the suave, elegant James Bond will
ever return.
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DON’T MENTION THE DEFICIT

Although Monaco’s deficit is down from €57M
in 2011 to €35M (which includes money for the new
hospital) the government has stressed “the impor-
tance of economic stability if it is to attract more
business” and is being cautious. The new hospital
is badly needed; the busy Emergency department
was overwhelmed this summer, with many staff
and specialists on vacation and a shortage of beds.
However, there is concern among staff about the
proximity of the new hospital as patients are already
suffering with the noise and dust of construction
of an apartment building opposite, which will also
obstruct the view of the first four floors of the hospital
when completed.

The words “deficit” and “recession” do not
spring to mind when Port Hercule is filled with
100 of the newest 25-90-metre super yachts at the
Monaco Yacht Show, the Principality’s most lucra-
tive event, with 500 of the world’s top shipyards,
naval architects, interior designers and high-class
service companies eager to sell the latest accessory
or the newest design to the thousands of visitors;
but with students back in school (teachers hopefully
inspired by last year’s successful BAC results ...
100% at Lycée FANB and 98.3% at Lycée Albert
Ier) life returns to normal and the quiet winter sea-
son begins, though with a full calendar of events to
keep up the Principality’s reputation for year-round
entertainment.

Les Ballets de Monte Carlo did not perform on
the Casino terraces this year due to budget cuts and
Director Jean-Christophe Maillot spent the sum-
mer with the Bolshoi Ballet, so the dancers were
free for six glorious weeks. They are now hard at
work preparing for their Brazil tour in October and
the “Dance Forum” in December at the Grimaldi
Forum, where the conference business is still slow
but the “Extra Large” red rhinoceros lured 35,000
visitors into its summer exhibition and its enterpris-
ing management fills some of its 25,000m exhibition
space with a lively choice of events. Eight finalists
of the successful TV show “The Voice” open the
season on October 13th as the world of sports media
arrive for the popular Sportel Monaco, the Monaco
International Clubbing Show (MICS) hosts the NRJ
DJ Awards, a disco and 3 days of fashion shows for
young clubbers, and Monte Carlo Opera presents
Puccini’s “The Girl of the Wild West” as part of the
celebrations of Monaco’s Féte Nationale. R
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Nautical

The Privileged Ensigns

BY MICHAEL HEALY

People keep asking about the blue,
the red and the white ensigns we see
on the yachts here; there are many
misconceptions. The Red is the basic
maritime ensign for all ships registered
in Britain and its Overseas Territories,
which means most of the world’s yacht
fleet because the UK allows anyone to
register their yacht through a company,
and Britain (stupidly) makes nothing
out of it. This does not mean, how-
ever, that there’s anyone onboard who
speaks English, nor that there are as
many British billionaires as there are
mega-yachts. The Territories (colonies
like Bermuda, Gibraltar, the Cayman
Islands, British Virgin Islands plus the
Isle of Man and Jersey etc) adapt the
Red Ensign by adding a coat-of-arms,
and owners registering there pay a
heavy annual Tonnage Tax.

The White Ensign is reserved for
the Royal Navy and for British mem-
bers of the Royal Yacht Squadron at
Cowes, duly authorised by Warrant.
And the Union Jack is taboo on yachts;
Italians don’t seem to know this so we
see them quite a lot.

The Blue Ensign is the difficult
one because many owners prefer the
colour blue, knowing often that it is a
privilege to which they are not enti-
tled. Their wives may have chosen
the curtains to match the colour of the
flag, yet the Blue can legally be worn
only by British owners who must be

onboard the vessel or nearby, holders
of a named warrant from one of a small
number of British yacht clubs, and fly-
ing the Club burgee of that yacht club.
Warrant holders do not have to be dis-
tinguished Admirals or any other sort
of personage, so that membership of
the Royal Thames Yacht Club (splen-
did clubhouse in Kensington) is enough
for a Brit to apply for a Warrant. My
own comes from the Royal Naval
Sailing Association, for which I must
be Navy or ex-Navy — any rank. The
Blue Ensign problem is the worst with
yachts flying the National flag (rather
than the civil one) of the Cayman
Islands, BVI or Turks & Caicos because
these are (yes!) the Blue Ensign with
the badge. But only for use ashore or
on Government vessels.

The biggest “colonial” yacht
registry —Cayman Islands with 1500
yachts —takes flag etiquette very seri-
ously, but the authorities are far away
from the yachts on the Riviera. Their
90-page Law and Procedures Manual
does indeed state clearly that the shore-
based Cayman Islands Blue Ensign is
not permitted to be flown, but it might
be one of those books that nobody
onboard reads, and certainly not the
blue-curtain wife above! Her penalty
on summary conviction for unlawful
colours is $25,000 and seizure of the
Colours “which shall be forfeit to Her
Majesty”. &

Man to Monaco
Yacht Show

he ritziest Yacht Show in the world

brings amazing vessels (and people)
to Monaco Sept 19th-22nd. One of
these arrived by sea, but not by mega-
yacht. He thought of making his en-
trée by parachuting in, but the Queen
upstaged him at the Olympics. So he
settled for paddling his canoe all the
way from home in the Isle of Man
(mantomonaco.com), and was due in
Monaco on the opening day Wed 19th
after 2000km at sea, on the English and
French canals and on the rivers Thames,
Saone and Rhoéne. At least the latter were
downhill: the current swept him south-
ward; but the locks in the canals, and the
real perils of the Irish Sea, English Chan-
nel and Mediterranean were daunting.
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So full marks to Chris Allix (above, en
route to Monaco), Founding Director of
Dominion Marine Corporate Service, for
this record exploit, which raises money

for 5 charities, including Monaco’s Out-

ward Bound Trust. Find him (or donate)

on Stand QP2 at the MYS.
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MOB: 0626 73 65 15
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Spain has long been a favourite
country for expats from Northern
Europe, Ireland and the UK. Once
cheap and cheerful places to set-
tle, the coastal strips of the Costa
Brava and the Costa Blanca were
transformed from the sleepy fish-
ing villages of the early 70s into
a string of “Blackpools with sun-
shine” of the mid-90s. Even the
region around Seville, one of my
favourite cities, was affected by
the blight of ill-considered and
ugly developments to make expats
“feel more at home”... which they
didn’t. But life was good and the
natives were friendly.

Perhaps too friendly. Lax laws
on transactions and local cor-
ruption meant that some expats
didn’t even legally own the prop-
erty they thought they’d bought.
Many found that once they’d put
in a pool, added an extension and
made that old shepherd’s hut into
a comfortable home, the shepherd
then wanted it back. And in some
cases he got it, leaving the expat
destitute.

Things change

As the world financial crisis
hit, numerous foreigners became
the only residents of half-built
housing projects with dozens of
empty plots that the locals didn’t
want. Communal sewage systems,
water and electricity supplies were
abandoned and squatters moved in
next door. Some were even “ille-
gal” properties cut off from water
and electricity supplies and there-
fore unsellable.

____EXPAT
EXPATS ELSEWHERE: The Pain in Spain

BY MIKE MEADE

Other expats learned the homes
they had bought were in fact built
without permission and were slated
for demolition without compensa-
tion. They lost everything.

None of this was helped by offi-
cial reaction. Andalucia’s Minister
for Public Works described some
expat homeowners as “people who
settled illegally”. She might have
thought so but those expats didn’t
imagine they were not within the
law. British expats Len and Helen
Prior have had their Spanish dream
home demolished through no fault
of their own and continue to fight
for compensation. Others who can
afford it have started drawn out
and expensive legal action, includ-
ing cases against local politicians
who they maintain facilitated the
property grabs.

The last straw

The last straws have also been
drawn on the issue of tax and
Spanish medical care. As with
expats everywhere, tax dodging
is a tempting practice. Many here
on the Riviera have found that
the French authorities are becom-
ing very much more proactive at
routing out expat tax dodgers, and
in some cases even imprisoning
them. You can expect that to con-
tinue and even accelerate under the
Hollande administration. In Spain,
however, a great number of expats
ignored the taxman for years with-
out being caught but the need for
more revenue has brought that ride
to an end. Expats in Spain are now
being hit with tax bills that they
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Costa Brava’s most
popular summer
resort, Bay of
Lloret de Mar.

The percentage
of foreign na-
tionals treated
in Spanish
hospitals is
dispropor-
tionately high,
although much
of that can be
attributed to
boozy tourists.
In the past year
several have
fallen from ho-
tel balconies to
their deaths or
serious injury.
One drunken
young Briton
dived into an
empty pool
this summer.

Photo: CC-BY-SA-2.5,2.0,1.0

had never seen before and hadn’t
budgeted for.

It gets worse. EU expats who
settled in Spain were once granted
healthcare within the Spanish
system under the same conditions
as locals. The high cost of pro-
viding medical care for millions
of expats, some of them chronic
drinkers or advanced in age, has
become impossible in Spain’s
current financial situation with
unemployment at well over 20%.
The percentage of foreign nation-
als treated in Spanish hospitals is
disproportionately high, although
much of that can be attributed to
boozy tourists.

Could it happen to expats

in France?

For most of the above points,
the short answer is “No”. The
French are not at all inclined to sell
the soul of their country for a hand-
ful of foreign silver. So, despite the
popularity of Subway, McDonalds
and (recently) Starbucks, there’ll
be no Blackpool-sur-Mer.

As for property sales, French
transactions have always been
properly regulated here and the
obligatory notaire means that
there’s no chance a gullible for-
eigner can easily be tricked into
buying a property that he won’t
really own or that was built ille-
gally. The medical exclusion
situation that Spain is introducing
is already in place in France. EU
expats only get the Sécu if they are
of retirement age and have previ-
ously benefitted from the national
health cover of another EU
country or Switzerland. The self-
employed and salaried are covered
by the state system through “social
charges” paid to URSSAF. Visiting
tourists are covered by their EHIC
card if they already have national
insurance elsewhere in the EU.

That leaves the non-working
but not-yet-retired expats and the
ones living here “on the black”.
Both groups will need private
health insurance — or in the former
case — trying to get the CMU which
can be applied for but is granted on
a case-by-case basis. B



Paris in the spring of 1968

“Everyone,” so the
conventional wisdom tells
us, “has at least one book
in them.” In not a few cases
it’s hard not to regret that the
work in question ever made
its escape into public prints.
This is sadly true of many
novels produced by the eld-
erly who become suddenly
aware of a literary vocation.
John Hefford’s writing is a
heartening exception.

When I met him (above)
over lunch in Nice he filled
me in on his background.
“When I came to Nice a long
while ago I ran a bookshop
and wondered if I could
write. Then for many years [
was very busy in the prop-
erty field. Actually I did a
bit of rather tentative writing
but didn’t take it very far.
When my wife died I took
up my pen again, I suppose
as bereavement therapy. [
then realised I could actually
produce a good book.”

That first book — The
Rebel Legionnaire (UK:
Matador), reviewed in
Reporter 114 — was a rework-
ing of an earlier attempt
at fiction, which this time
turned out well. It’s got a

strong autobiographical basis,

relating the experiences of a
young British surveyor who
marries a French girl, moves
to Paris and gets involved
willy-nilly in the Algerian
crisis. The book is not only
highly readable but offers
real insight into the events of
that time.

In his new title The Spy
She Loved, Hefford claims
to have found evidence that

East German secret services
orchestrated the student riots
all over Europe in 1967-68,
but it also has some autobio-
graphical reference, drawing
on his first-hand experi-

ence of Paris at the time in
which the story is set. Max
Patterson — the hero of his
earlier book — reappears but
the plot’s central figure is
Angie, daughter of his former
boss, the American building
tycoon Joe Bennett, a rich kid
who became “an anarchist”
at her convent school. She
meets and falls for a hand-
some German at university in
New York. What she doesn’t
know, in fact, is that Karl
Kruger is an agent of the
Stasi, the East German secret
service, sent to the West to
stir up student violence. Karl
fails in an attempt to enlist
Angie’s help in a scheme

to bring pressure on her
father. This “failure” leads

to his recall to Berlin but
he’s then dispatched to Paris
to provoke disorder among
the city’s volatile students.
There — Quelle chance! — he
comes across Angie who'’s
arrived to begin a European
year at the Sorbonne. The
following pages are dramatic:
Karl eventually murders Joe
Bennett so that he will gain
influence over his power-

ful foundation when Angie
inherits. So do we end up
thinking young Kruger is a
very bad German indeed?
Well, maybe, but there’s a
twist at the end of the tale
that makes a judgment rather
more complicated.

Hefford’s strength is to
know how to tell a good story
that carries the reader along
in a readable style, clear and
uncluttered, that never gets
in the way. The good news
is that he’s now carrying his
third literary offering — The
Débadcle — set at the time of
the dréle de guerre, the pho-
ney war. Those who know
his earlier books will look
forward to it. PM. W

See also johnhefford.co.uk

An agreable way of learning history
The Spy She Loved

A love story and
thriller set in Paris
during the May
1968 student riots
which brought
France to a
standstill. Based
on real events and
with a surprise
revelation.

€8 at Antibes Books, 24 rue Aubernon
or www.troubador.co.uk
Also on Amazon Kindle and main e-readers

No basic medical cover?

If you are looking for comprehensive
worldwide insurance cover, i.';;,
take a look at our policies designed for medical

expenses worldwide including your own country

Email: assurances@eurassur.mc - Phone: +377.92.05.60.21
BP n°6 - 30 bd Princesse Charlotte - 98001 MONACO

E URASSUR  Moreinsurance in your life...

[ SHIP AND CASTLE W
The only English run Pub in Manaco

MacService
The 5th Emergency Service

Sales - Smpport - Maintenance * Upgrades
Arorssorkss < Service < Repair
Weh Design - Training
Incernet Acoess - Network Iestalladon
ADSL/Broadbard [nstallations
) ’ o For the home or Professional user
On the port of Fontvieille 049 33 33 102
(+ 377192057672 0044 1580 881212
Fish & chips on Friday o sles@mucrvicecnsk

42 QUAI DES SANBARBAN]

Re L A XXX Xxxx...

les Arbou&efs .

PEDALOES * SUN BEDS * SNACKS PICNIC TABLES
On the shores of Lac Saint Cassien.
Take autoroute exit 39 at Les Adrets, 5 mins, direction Fayence.

reservations 06 12 87 90 88 ¢ www.lesarbousiers.eu

ANTIBES BOOKS |

Heidi’s English Bookshop
New & Used books e Cards « Orders weekly
Open 7 days a week
Tues-Sat 10am-7pm non-stop
Sun & Mon 11am-6pm non-stop

\ Tel: 04 93 34 74 11 « 24 rue Aubernon, Antibes )
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Wish you were there?

News of Britain & the British

BY PATRICK MIDDLETON

British press has hailed Axelle Lemaire as
the new “MP for Paris-on-Thames".

The Nice-Monaco
Branch of the Royal
British Legion will
hold a Grand Poppy
Party at the Yacht
Club de Monaco
18h30-20h on
Thurs Oct 25th.

Happy-Hour style
- just pay for your
drinks and give
the rest to the
Poppy Appeal. The
traditional red
Poppies will be

on offer. Contact
Michael Healy:
0493 01 30 00 or
mhealy@orange.fr

Photo; Benoit Aubry

Photo: ©Ghislaine Salabert-Mougin

the OU when it started in 1969.

Better an expatrié than an expat?

No doubt about it: France treats its citizens
who’ve chosen to live abroad better than Britain
looks after its expats (see last issue). Take education.
For some years now parents get school fees paid
when their children attend the local lycée frangais.
This is questioned by some (especially on the Left
and indeed the new government is making noises
about scrapping the subsidy) but is much appreci-
ated by the parents and ensures that their offspring
are imbued with the desired quality of francité.
This contrasts sharply with the attitudes found in
Westminster and Whitehall. I recall when Kenneth
Baker, then Tory Minister of Education, came to
inaugurate the new building of Mougins School in
1987 (then known as the Anglo-American School).
On the previous evening I attended a meeting for
local Brits addressed by Baker at the Gray d’ Albion
in Cannes. His answers to questions were negative
in many ways. Asked if “British schools abroad” —
at that time a pretty fair description of the school
in Mougins (it now hosts 38 nationalities) — could
ever hope for any form of financial assistance from
the government he scowled and insisted “they’ll
never get a penny. If people choose to live abroad
they have to live with the consequences.” In those
days I regularly interviewed British politicians for
my local radio programme. I rated Baker the second
least likeable of those I dealt with. Easily leading
the field was John Prescott, then Labour’s deputy
leader (on the quarantine issue: “What do people
want dogs for, anyway. I’ve never understood.”).
And who did I take to? Certainly on the Labour
side Roy Hattersley, who made tea in his Commons
office while telling me “anyone born British — wher-
ever he lives — should have the vote for life” and,
from across the aisle, Chris Patten who when called
away suddenly to the House quickly ordered coffee
and sandwiches for the waiting journalists. Couldn’t
imagine Baker being so thoughtful.
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Harold Wilson was a huge supporter of
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Roy Hodgson: “I'm not Harry Redknapp
but give me a chance as England boss.”

Hattersley’s views on the expat right to vote
weren’t shared by everyone, even among Tories.
The French expatrié now gets a very good deal.
As from this year’s législatives the French abroad
were able to vote in eleven constituencies across the
world and to send their own députés to Paris. This
was Sarko’s idea and he may have thought most
overseas voters would be on the Right. In fact, the
socialists did rather well — the 400,000 French in
the UK, along with others in Northern Europe, are
represented by Canadian-born Axelle Lemaire, a
socialist who saw off her UMP opponent. This first
time round the turn-out was not impressive (overall
around 20%). This should improve in 2017 — as
long as the eleven lawmakers in question show
they’re doing something useful for the expat com-
munity. Not much chance, I’d say, that Brits in the
Dordogne and Dubai will get their own MPs.

What's happening at the OU

More praise for a Labour pol: I've always had a
soft spot for Harold Wilson (according to Andrew
Marr’s recent book on the monarch, the Queen’s
favourite Prime Minister of all those who’ve across
60 years gone to Buckingham Palace or Balmoral for
their weekly audience). Like HM, I can’t think badly
of a man who had the right attitude — deeply appre-
ciative—to dogs. And, of course, he gave great and
possibly decisive, support to the Open University.
Launched in 1969, it has become one of the world’s
most successful dispensers of distance learning.

Brits have been coming here for some
400 years. Patrick Middleton looks back
at the history of visits and settlements
from John Milton to Peter Mayle (and
after). For details see Events on page 40.



Originally it was conceived
as offering “a second chance”
to those who’d missed out on
a university education and it
offered mainly conventional
academic courses (history, lit-
erature, science). Two things
later became evident: firstly, a
lot of people who had gradu-
ated “normally” (in their early
twenties) were glad of the
opportunity to acquire further
qualifications (or, in some
cases, just wanted to study
without taking an examina-
tion); secondly, it was realised
that there was a growing
demand for courses of a voca-
tional kind, especially with a
business orientation and in
1989 the OU Business School
was launched (its MBA quickly
became a highly-rated degree).

Another development was
an extension of the OU’s
catchment area beyond the
UK especially within the EU.
Many students were expat
Brits but foreign nationals also
enrolled. Over the years we’ve
several times profiled local
OU students who’ve been
very varied in background
and intention: Selwyn Glick,
aretired surgeon, who decided
to investigate the new field of
virology; Bryce Johnston at
Texas Instruments, an elec-
tronics engineer, who took an
MBA to facilitate his move
into marketing management;
Gillian Attard at Amadeus,
who followed the same path to
enhance her prospects; Bianca
Roberts-Crook, a member of
a rather nomadic family, often
on the move, who saw that a
BA from the OU was her most
practical option.

Students in France bene-
fited from the energetic support
of Rosemary Pearson, national
co-ordinator, and a network of
local tutors. Barbara Wilson
had responsibility for MBA
candidates. Why these past
tenses? Well, recently the OU
announced it was reorganis-
ing its service for students
outside the UK and Ireland.
Some reports have put a rather
negative spin on this. To get
the true picture, we contacted
the OU headquarters in Milton

Keynes. Will Swann, Director,
Students, tells us: “One of the
main reasons for the changes
is the complexity associated
with maintaining business
operations and direct employ-
ment in 10 countries across
Europe and ensuring these
are fully compliant with the
varying regulatory, legal and
fiscal regimes in the various
countries. In light of this
decision all students will be
supported by UK-based tutors,
an approach which is already
proven to deliver an excellent
learning experience for our
students. The OU is not scal-
ing down operations in the
South of France or anywhere
else in Continental Europe
and remains committed to
recruiting and  supporting
students both now and in the
future. The OU has made a
firm commitment to continu-
ing and building upon the high
level support that students out-
side the UK receive.”

Home truths:

Are all British football man-
agers thick? Some pretend
to be: Harry Redknapp told
a court he couldn’t spell his
own name. Cheeky Chappie
Harry had been favourite to
succeed Capello as England’s
manager but the job went to
Roy Hodgson who not only
reads serious fiction — any-
thing from Martin Amis to
Milan Kundera — but also
speaks at least four foreign
languages fluently.

Big Ben is to be renamed in
honour of the Queen: by the
end of this year it will be-
come the Elizabeth Tower.
The old name refers not
directly to the tower but rat-
her to the great bell which
marks the hours. The new
title is clearly an architectural
reference. Last year, by the
way, a survey revealed that
the future Elizabeth Tower is
tilting (it’s now 50cm out of
true vertical). But don’t panic:
the 153-year-old structure is
in no danger of collapse for
“hundreds of years”. ®
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“ Flexible ways
to develop
professionally 77

Develop your career, build on L
your experience, learn new skills.
The Open University will help
you achieve your ambition.

The Open
University

Choose from a wide range of
subjects at Bachelorsor
Masters level, including ===
our triple accredited MBA.

Our flexible programmes fit
around your professional life
and are studied in English.

Learn more

» france@open.ac.uk
» www.open.ac.uk

INSPIRING LEARNING

‘Snooze lose...

Changes in UK pension rules are on the way.
Is now the time make the most of your savings
and investments, including your UK pension?

If you have a UK pension and live abroad,
we could help you.

Call Expat Pensions - the QROPS experts in Europe, to find out how your
pension could provide a boost to your income, how exchange rate
fluctuations can be managed, and how to make the most of your money.

Call Betty Hourigan on

France Tel: 0033 770 048 361
Email: betty@expatpensions.info
www.expatpensions.info

Expat Pensions

Unlock the cash potential of your UK pension.

Expat Pension Providers Ltd is an appointed representative of Financial Ltd which is authorised and regulated by the
Financial Services Authority. FSA No. 516887. Expat Pension Providers Ltd via Financial Ltd has the necessary
passports to provide cross border advice within countries of the European Economic Area. The FSA does not regulate
taxadvice. Tax treatment depends on individual circumstances and may be subjectto change in the future.
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The US

American Notes

BY PJ HESLIN
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Lance Armstrong

am a Lance Armstrong fan.

When he was training last spring
for the Nice Ironman in June,
swimming at our local pool and
cycling along the path in Cagnes-
sur-Mer (he would definitely have
been going faster than the 10km/h
imposed limit — see our website
forum), it was, I admit, rather
thrilling. Throughout the years
I cheered as he won the hardest
race in professional sports and was
happy that he had beat doping alle-
gations without a single shred of

hard evidence proving that he had
cheated. Sadly it seems that he is
guilty of some form of cheating.

Regardless of what I have read,
I think you have to look at what the
USADA stands and are responsi-
ble for in order to get to the heart
of the matter.

Armstrong has said that the
United States Anti-Doping Agency
has rode “roughshod on slippery
rules and sketchy standards” and
declared that the USADA set up
the rules of arbitration, set up the
arbitrators and that, “It might as
well have been a firing squad.”

Yet if you visit their website
you can easily see that the USADA
simply follows the same guide-
lines of the World Anti-Doping
Agency as well as the International
Standard of Testing.

US District Court Judge, Sam
Sparks and countless fans (includ-
ing myself) have wondered about
their motives. But why would
anyone want to take on Lance
Armstrong? His image is one of a
hard working athlete who has won
the world’s toughest race seven
times after beating a whack of
cancer, and has raised millions of
dollars to fight the disease, creating
one of the highest profile charitable
organizations along the way. If you
created a hero like him in a movie
you’d say he wasn’t believable.

What possible motive would a
non-profit American organization
recognized by the US Congress
have for wanting to take down
such a beloved and inspirational

sports hero other than they are
merely doing their job?

It does seem odd to me that
the USADA would want to bring
charges against an athlete who
is no longer competing in the
sport. However, since Armstrong
is participating in marathons and
triathlons, he is still a high profile
competing athlete. Furthermore,
the USADA’s mission statement
clearly states, ... our organization’s
anti-doping programs are compre-
hensive, including in-competition
and out-of-competition testing”.

I also wondered what juris-
diction the USADA has over the
Tour de France. Just because they
strip him of his victories does that
mean the Tour has to obey their
commands? After wading through
a bunch of WADA and IST online
legal PDFs it seems to me that
if Armstrong does not fight the
charges, then other agencies such
as the Tour can impose their own
sanctions and penalties under the
WADA and UCI rules.

Even though it appears they
have no physical proof that
Armstrong was doping, the fact
that Armstrong will not fight the
case and agrees to their conditions,
which includes handing back mil-
lions of dollars in prize money, is
as much as an admission of guilt.

Still, a casualty of his lifelong
ban, Armstrong’s unworn Ironman
bib with the number 7 is framed on
a wall at the Nike shop in Nice. I
guess there are others like me, who
don’t want to believe. PJ.H.

Animals & elections

Judi Collora, owner of
Mrs Doe Pee’s Buck Lures
believes that if Obama wins
it will cause not only her deer
urine business to falter but a
Democrat victory will cause
her entire industry to collapse.
She collects the urine and
sells it to hunters who use it
as hunting lure. According to
Businessweek.com, she is a
multimillionaire. Personally, I
am not taking any chances and
am hoarding my deer urine as

we speak.

6th at alaskazoo.org
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As the American
Presidential race heats up
so too does the Alaskan Zoo
Presidency where the choice
is between Ahphun the polar
bear and Denali the gray wolf.
The race has turned ugly as
Ahpun has demanded to see
Denali’s long-form birth cer-
tificate under claims that he is
really a Canadian timber wolf.
The zoo election will fol-
low the same timeline as the
national race and ballots can
be cast until 8pm November

Make Historyl Elect the first animal president of the Alaska Zoo.

e I i
By Denali

ESICEN

VOTE at www.alaskazoo.org #

Each vote s 51, Vate as much & as aften as you like,



PETER JOHNSON sarL
BUSINESS & FINANCIAL SERVICES

« French taxation « Business set-up
« Investments & pension plans
» Mortgages/equity release

Mobile: 06 21 04 89 37
Phone: 0493 29 34 32
Email: peterjohnson@wanadoo.fr

Local expats: for or against Obama

According to a recent Gallup poll conducted
at the end of July, 86% of voters who say they
voted for Obama in 2008 are backing him again in
November while 92% of 2008 John McCain sup-
porters will vote for Romney.

What the poll suggests is that the vast major-
ity of US voters will remain consistent in their
2008 voting patterns for 2012. But since loyalty to
Obama is slightly less than that of the Republicans,
November’s election is probably going to be quite
close.

Looking back at the 2008 Democrats Abroad’s
gathering in Nice (there was no locally organised
Republican event), I emailed a few local expats to
see how they’d evaluate Obama’s performance and
whether or not they would vote for him again. All
reiterate the findings of the Gallup poll. Those who
voted for him are still supportive of him. Any criti-
cism of his presidency is due to Republican attacks
on Obama’s administration. Most believed that he
over-promised or was too hesitant at the beginning
of his administration but believe the next four years
will allow him to complete his mandate.

In the words of Mario Tosto, “At first he seemed
to be too timid, civil and conventional for me.
Appointing some of the banksters who caused the
crisis was a disappointment. I’'m hoping to see a
much more savvy and forceful campaigner. If he
gets elected, I think he will pull out all the stops and
move things swiftly forward — which Republicans
realize, and which partly explains their opposition
to his second term.” ®

Democrats Abroad France Rivera Chapter
Campaign Kick-Off on Sun Sept 30, 15h with

Bob Vallier, Member of DAF Executive Committee
and Delegate to the National Convention

in Charlotte. See page 40 for details.

emember when Americans talked of “free-

dom fries” and bottles of good French wine
were angrily poured down US toilets? That was all
forgotten recently when Californians went crazy
for foie gras. Why so? Back in 2004 governor
Schwarzenegger banned goose liver from being
sold or served in his state. But he offered an 8-year
period of grace. This ran out on June 30th. In the
run-up to the ban coming into force thousands of
people in the Golden State stuffed themselves with
the delicacy or stocked up their freezers. Predicted
one San Francisco paper, “Remember prohibition?
You can be sure there’ll be bootlegging.”
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Bilildinlg Service

New Builds
Extensions
Renovation
Pools
Roofing
All trades

The Comypl

JP CONSTRU

98000 Monaco
+33(0)6 03 72 20 34

info@jpconstruction.mc

20, bd Princesse Charlotte
www.jpconstruction.mc

U.S. Citizens

YES

YOU
CAN

Vote fromAbroadecorg

Request your absentee ballot now!

Questions? dafrance.riviera@gmail.com

DEMOCRATS ABROAD*ORG

Paid for and authorized by Democrats Abroad France
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MORMONS IN FRANCE

Sorry, no tea, no coffee but try these
magic underpants

Patrick Middleton revisits the Mormons

Joseph Smith
was founder
of the Latter
Day Saint
movement.

A topical subject with Mitt
Romney aiming to push Barack
Obama out of the White House,
but “revisit” is perhaps not quite
the word. I first had contact with
our local Mormons back in 1988
(Reporter 10) since 1 was curi-
ous about those young missioners
(“elders”) I'd often noticed trav-
elling on buses or parking their
bicycles. On that occasion I visited
their centre, with adjacent temple,
on avenue Théreése in Cimiez. I
was welcomed, I recall, but with
little evident warmth. The young
guys I met were hardly brimming
over with joy and when I observed
them out on sales expeditions they
seemed rarely to smile and spoke
to each other as little as possible.
However, back then I was allowed

to talk to a group of missioners
and concluded that, as I wrote,
their theology was “baffling” but
they seemed to have some notable
virtues.

Joseph Smith: going for gold

When early this year I asked to
talk to the latest cohort of elders,
I was given the run-around. First
my request to Cimiez was sim-
ply ignored then, when politely
repeated, it was passed on to
national headquarters in Paris. A
rather unhelpful-sounding woman
told me they “would think about
it” and I would hear back. I didn’t.
A clue to this attitude I found in
a USA Today report a while back
which said that, in the context of
Romney’s run for the presidency,
they were anxious to present a
favourable image of their church
and in the US have been running
an information campaign (“I am a
Mormon”) with exactly that pur-
pose. They don’t however seem
too keen on open-ended discus-
sion. In fact, Romney himself is
now remarkably reticent compared
with how he was as a Boston
church leader in the Seventies. As
The New York Times recently put
it, “He speaks so sparingly about
his faith that its influence on him
can be difficult to detect.”

So who are the Mormons
or Latter Day Saints, as they’re
officially called? Of course, it’s
easy for an outsider to make fun
of any religion — an uppity Prod
in Belfast once assured me that
“Catholics worship a biscuit” — but
there are aspects of Mormon belief
and practice that lend support to
Bill Maher’s view that it’s “more
ridiculous than any other religion”.

Joanna Brooks recently promoted her memoir The Book of
Mormon Girl: A Memoir of an American Faith on The Daily Show. |
The book has been received with glowing reviews.

See http://joannabrooks.org
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In a nutshell, so to say, Mormons
are taught that thousands of years
ago a bunch of Israelites crossed
the Atlantic and settled in North
America. Later Jesus Christ paid
a visit.

The precursors of the Mormons
died out around 400 AD. The
modern history starts in 1827
when Joseph Smith, a farm boy in
upstate New York, was accosted
by a guy called Moroni who gave
him a set of gold metal plates
covered in hieroglyphics. He was
inspired to put these into English
and so we have the Book of
Mormon, which offers what most
non-Mormon scholars dismiss
as fantasy history and theology
with a variety of injunctions to
the faithful: no tea, no coffee but
try these magic underpants. I was
given a copy but I’ve never been
able to get into it — it’s like try-
ing to read Terry Pratchett. Mitt
Romney is notably evasive when
asked about the magic underpants
(“temple garments”) although his
more forthcoming co-religionists
are happy to claim that they can
protect the wearer from road acci-
dents, fire and a range of natural
disasters.

From six ... to six million

Joseph Smith announced that
the Book of Mormon offered “the
fullness of truth leading to the
highest blessings of heaven”. He
started with six followers, today
the US counts some 6 million
Mormons with another 8 million
worldwide. This growth owes
much to the pressure put on young
Latter Day Saints to give up a cou-
ple of years after high school to go
on a mission and spread the word
to all nations. The first elders to
leave America departed in 1837
for Preston in Lancashire and
Romney’s roots lie in that, then as
now, unlovely place. Here along
the Coast a couple of dozen young
men arrive regularly to try to sign



Tel: 04 93 60 06 68

up locals as new Latter Day Saints.
It’s a tough life: up at six, in bed
at 10:30, 10 hours a day spread-
ing the word; not much spare time,
then, and anyway they’re forbid-
den to date, play sport or consume
secular media; they can call home
just twice a year. Romney was on
the mission in the Bordeaux area
although the details of his activity
are obscure, the more so because
he was out of the loop for a while
following a car crash (had he

¢ The Spectrum IFA Group
ROY COX

BUPA International
Health Insurance

Temple garments
(Mormon under-
wear) are worn
both day and night
and are seen as
“either a symbolic
or literal source of
protection from
the evils of the
world”. These are
worn only after
the Endowment
ceremony, a ritual
that is prerequisite
for full-time mis-
sionary service and
temple marriage.
Photo: Duke53

forgotten his MUs?). How many
converts he made we don’t know
although later he Mormonized his
future wife, her two sisters and his
mother-in-law. Across the years
I’ve managed to engage a few
elders in conversation but it’s not
easy. I did get one couple arguing
with each other, though, when I
mentioned Glenn Beck, the right-
wing talk show host, who’s an
adult convert to the church. One
guy admired him, the other didn’t.

Roy Cox is representing BUPA under the
umbrella of The Spectrum IFA Group
to help residents with their
independent health insurance.

Email: decoboiseries@free.fr

So can a Mormon become
President?

That mission experience can
sound rather like a religiously-fla-
voured boot camp, but it’s got its
positive side. As I recall one young
elder putting it to me, “You learn
a language, you get to know how
to relate to people, you’re able
to handle yourself. All this helps
when you’re on the job market
and we’ve even got the same dress
code as IBM.” There’s more to that
than a smart one-liner. Steven C
Wheelright, a fellow Mormon who
was at Harvard Business School
with Romney, says, “You know,
on the mission you learn a lot of
things you later get taught more
formally at HBS.” And Romney,
while playing up his business
experience, has also sometimes —
although more rarely now — at least
implied his success owed a great
deal to his specific religious back-
ground. So can a Mormon become
President? Well, polls show that
over a third of Americans don’t
accept that Romney is a Christian.
Maybe this doesn’t matter so much
in2012.m
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Community

Clubs & Associations

The play’s the thing!
Last time we looked at opportuni-
ties for singing here, specifically
with the Riviera International
Singers and Ensemble Vocal
Syrinx. Some, though, prefer
acting rather than warbling. For
them there’s a well-established
drama group the Riviera Amateur
Dramatic Association (RADA,
pictured). To give an idea of the
sort of things they do these were
their last three productions: The
0Odd Couple (Neil Simon), Forget
Me-Knot (David Tristram), and The
Scottish Play (Graham Holliday).
To find out more I spoke to
RADA’s President Lena Walsh.
“One problem for drama groups
these days — and I'm told this is
true in the UK, not just here — is
that so many younger people pre-
fer computer-based activities to
something more creative like live
theatre. That being said, we’ve two
decisions to make: what plays to
choose, and who’s going to act in
them. We basically go for acces-
sible drama, entertaining with
nothing too raunchy, nothing

obscure. When it comes to cast-
ing, we’ve got a chronic shortage
of men who seem to be more taken
up by work commitments. When
people come and tell us they’d like
to go on stage we try them out first
in a very small part to see if they
can do what it takes — I’ve known
some people with good presence,
good voice who just couldn’t
learn lines. Anyway, whatever
they’re doing, everyone seems
to find RADA great fun.” The
group’s next presentation will be
Alan Ayckbourn’s How the Other
Half Loves (November 1st-3rd; see
Events calendar page 40).

And what about the South of
France English Theatre (SET)
whose close ties with the remov-
als business we mentioned in an
earlier issue? According to another
English-language paper its second
production offered “an incredibly
professional performance”. One of
our readers — an experienced actor
— gave us a rather different take:
“They brought down a chap they
said was big on UK television —
well, it showed. They hadn’t told

Listen Up! The International Club is to have its own
weekly radio program from October 1st. Says President
George Kasiliyake, “We're starting very modestly. One
hour which can be accessed at anytime across a seven-day
period. The items will be of local interest and will aim to
be informative and entertaining, and the show will be
hosted by the ICR’s “in-house” MC, Kerry Cooper. To find
out more see internationalclub.fr and go to Radio ICR.
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“If you're going to the temple
tonight, dear, I'd better iron
your apron”

he Brits have brought a lot to France:

sports like golf, tennis and rugby ...
and, a less familiar example, Freemasonry.
According to the usual history, traders from
across the Channel settled in Dunkirk in 1721
and brought their aprons with them. After the
Revolution, especially, native maconnerie
flourished. What’s been notable in the move-
ment’s history is its tendency to dispute and
division — there are half a dozen or more com-
peting brands, sometimes only looking at each
other with bared teeth. And, notably in recent
times, there’s been an alleged involvement
with the seamier side of French business.
The campaigning Grasse judge Jean-Pierre
Murciano declared “masonry is the power of
money... it can ‘touch’ a judge, a policeman,
a tax inspector or other authority having the
power to defeat a procedure.”

Locally, one major scandal involved la
Grande Loge nationale frangaise and Cannes’
later disgraced and jailed mayor Michel
Mouillot; Jacques Medecin and his close
collaborators preferred Le Grand Orient de
France (Christian Estrosi, by the way, once
elected to parliament, withdrew from active
membership).

British masons arriving here might find
the atmosphere a little different from that
in Swindon or High Wycombe. They do,
though, have the option of joining up with
English-speaking masons. What are the
possibilities? We spoke to Richard Dawe
who’s based in La Garde-Freinet (Var): “Our
English-speaking lodge — the Abbey Lodge
— was set up in 1931. It’s interesting that
quite a few French masons have joined us.
They like our atmosphere — and maybe enjoy
speaking English. Also we keep well clear of
the controversies that beset French masonry.
We’re about helping each other, charitable
activity and conviviality. Anyone in the
Alpes-Maritimes and the Var can give me a
call to find out more.”

In Monaco I spoke to Derek Sutcher, a
senior figure in the Principality’s English-
speaking lodge. “We were founded in 1924,
taking our name from the Port of Hercules.
In an officially Catholic country, at that time,
masons were disapproved of but in our case
eyes were closed and we had no problem.
Until quite recently we depended on the
United Grand Lodge of England but this
arrangement has been terminated and we are
now part of the Grande Loge de Monaco.
Incidentally, our meetings are at St Paul’s
Church whose foundation stone was laid by
the Duke of Connaught, a leading mason of
his time. We are strictly English-speaking but
apart from that we welcome any mason who
wants to join us.”
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him that, unlike in a TV studio, in
a theatre, even if it’s small, you’ve
got to project your voice out to the
audience. He didn’t do that and
people had to move closer to the
stage so they could follow what he
was saying.”

Not quite High Table

Fifteen out of the twenty-three
members of the UK’s coalition
cabinet are Oxbridge graduates,
including David Cameron (Oxford)
and Nick Clegg (Cambridge). For
some on the Left, particularly,
this indicates an unhealthy con-
centration of power in the hands
of a social elite. A vast exag-
geration! Those from “the older
universities” have nothing like the
influence of old boys (and girls)
of Polytechniqgue and ENA in
France. Most end up doing — and
contentedly — rather ordinary jobs.
Members of their lunch club here
— the Oxbridge Set — have ranged
from parson and yacht captain ... to
tree surgeon and ironmonger.

For some years now the
lunches, held twice a year (one
on Boat Race Day), have been
organised by Rosemary Halford
(Oxford). We spoke to her as she
looked ahead to the autumn meet-
ing: “For our autumn lunch on Sat
Oct 6th, we’re offering something
rather less formal than usual.
We’ve arranged with Le Bellanda
—avery agreeable and relaxed res-
taurant in Nice at 85 qui des Etats

Unis — that people can call in on
04 93 76 65 28 to say they’ll be
coming along and will then be able
to chose what they feel like eating.
Menus start at €22. So they can
eat what they like and spend what
they like. Calls should be made if
possible two weeks before the day.
Aperitif at 12h, lunch from around
13h. We’ll be interested to see if a
lunch arranged like this appeals to
members.”

Don’t miss out on the
mateship!

In recent issues we’ve mentioned
that we’ve been getting enquiries
about an Australian Club. Well,
for some time now there hasn’t
been one. Quite recently, though,
we met Sylvie Chanoni who’d like
to relaunch a club for exiles from
Oz. As the name might suggest
she’s a Frangaise de souche but
lived in Australia — 8 years in W.A.
—and like many French who spend
time there became a great enthusi-
ast for the country. What seems to
appeal is “mateship”, that unforced
solidarity among Australians that
comes out in their typical friendli-
ness and helpfulness. We learned,
by the way, from Joanna Tisdell of
AAGP that the idea of “mateship”
originated in Eureka during the tax
riot of the gold miners in 1854.

Anyone interested in an
Australian Club can contact Sylvie
at sylaussie@yahoo.fr or on 06 21
773817.m

Thé Sports Box

When | decided to take up running for
my 40th birthday, my goal was the
Nice-Cannes Marathon (see “Run Lola Run”
on our website). Running quickly became
a passion but | discovered I’'m very prone
to running injuries and so decided to cross
train: during the winter it's swimming and
boxing, and in the warmer weather, | cycle
(in the vaguest of terms as | only started
last year).

One of the advantages of living in this
region is the vast number of sport clubs
and events on hand. After getting some
feedback from local triathlete Stephen
Gale of GALE FORCE Computing (see ad
page 19), | registered for the Ironman 70.3
in Aix en Provence (ironmanpaysdaix.com)
on Sept 23rd, which is a 1.9km swim,
90km bike, and 21.1km run. This is only
the second edition of this event, and in a
future issue I'll interview Yves Cordier, the
event organiser. Until then, for those who
may consider signing up next year, I'll post
on our website (keyword “Aixlronman”) my
experience including a description of the
course. That is, if | have energy after | cross
the finish line of my first triathlon. N.H.

PS. Finally Nice has it's own Nike concept
store. Run & Style is located at 4 rue Blacas, a
few blocks from Galeries Lafayette.
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Community Calendar

september

MINDFULNESS BASED STRESS
REDUCTION

0617058241 -www.omindfulness.com
Tues Sept 25: The largest and
best-known stress reduction
programme in the world

8-week courses in Beausoleil;
starts Oct in Cannes.

VAR GARDENER’S GROUP

04 94 85 22 06 - jim.north@wanadoo.fr
Wed Sept 26: a trip to the English
Garden Centre with a stop off

at Brittain’s for stocking up on
English fare followed by a visit
of Les Bambous du Mandarin in
Montauroux along the Siagne.

COMMONWEALTH CLUB OF THE
RIVIERA
commonwealthclubriviera.com

Fri Sept 28: Guided walk along
the Cap d’Ail coastal path to see
the belle époque villas, followed
by lunch. Details on website.

LATIMONERIE: VIVIENNE
MCKEE & BARRIE BIGNOLD
0493610171-magsaldridge@gmail.com
Fri Sept 28 & Sat Sept 29, 20h:
Come and be uproariously
entertained by Vivienne McKee,
and Barrie Bignold in an
evening of the best in cabaret,
comedy and anecdote — Nordic
Noir. Complimentary wine and
canapés; a donation of just €20
to fund a school project that’s
changing the lives of thousands!

SEMAINE DU HANDICAP 2012
04970649 24

Sun Sept 30-Fri Oct 5: A week
promoting handicap awareness.

DEMOCRATS ABROAD FRANCE
RIVERA CHAPTER

CAMPAIGN KICK-OFF
dafrance.riviera@gmail.com

Sun Sept 30, 15h: Bob Vallier,
Member of DAF Executive
Committee & Delegate to the
National Convention in Charlotte.
Relive the Convention and hear
Bob’s analysis of the presidential
and congressional campaigns.
Campaign buttons & T-shirts for
sale. Snacks available. At Holy
Trinity Church Hall, 11 bis rue
de la Buffa, Nice. Suggested
donation: €10. RSVP by email
if possible.

ASS’N NICOISE CHINE HORIZON
chinehorizon.com

Sun Sept 30, 19h: Chinese Moon
Festival at the Thai restaurant
Auroy, 57 quai des Etats Unis,
Nice. Chinese moon cake and
folk dancing show. Cost €30
(members €28); to be paid at the
dinner. Please reserve.

Courses in Chinese for children
and adults, painting and
calligraphy start again at the
beginning of October.

october

EUROPEANPWN NICE-
COTED‘AZUR
http://europeanpwn-nice.net

Mon Oct 1, 12h30: Monthly
Nice Buddy Lunch.

Thurs Oct 11, 18h30: Workshop
in Sophia Antipolis.

Tues Oct 23: Monaco Lunch.

KIDOOKID MUMMABUBBA
COFFEE MORNINGS

0493 64 53 54 - info@kidooland.com.
Weekdays, 10h30-12h: a social
club for mums and dads who
want to meet other parents with
young babies up to 1yr-old

over a cup of coffee whilst their
children play. At 1890 chemin
de Saint-Bernard, Vallauris.

MONACO-USA NETWORKING
HAPPY HOUR

MonacoUSA.org

Tuesdays, 18h: a monthly happy
hour of social and business
networking. Open to the inter-
national community who would
enjoy an opportunity to meet
other like-minded English-
speaking professionals.

SWEDISH CLUB

0492131534
rivieraklubben@wanadoo.fr

Tues Oct 2: Lunch. Air and
Space Academy member Fredrik
Engstrom, at Gaston Gastounette,
7 quai St Pierre, Cannes.

Fri Oct 5: Garden-visit at
Domaine du Rayol, Avenue des
Belges, Rayol-Canadel-sur-Mer.

LADY GAGA NICE

049229 31 29 - nikaia.fr

Thurs Oct 4 & Fri Oct 520h: Lady
Gaga in concert at Palais Nikaia.
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AMBER BOOK CLUB

060793 16 62

Every Thurs, 14h30: reading
group meets up in the library
of St Paul’s Church Monaco.

HOLY TRINITY CANNES

04.93 94 54 61 - holytrinitycannes.org
Thurs Oct 4, 19h30: 9-week
Alpha Course in English intro-
duces key ideas and experiences
of the Christian faith, and tries to
answer important “questions of
life.” All are welcome; no special-
ist knowledge of the Bible or
theology is required. Study book-
let and supper will be provided.
Contact to reserve.

SUNNY BANK SALE

04 93 47 94 20 - sunny-bank.org

Thurs Oct 4, 10h-15h: Sunny
Bank Association & charity
second-hand books in English and
French for adults and children,
bric-a-brac, posh paraphernalia
and refreshments. At 815 Chemin
des Gourettes, Mouans-Sartoux.

BRITISH ASSOCIATION NICE
Every Friday, 18h-20h: Happy
hour at Hotel Brice (44 rue
Maréchal Joffre, Nice). This
informal venue is very enjoyable,
particularly in the summer in the
garden. Both members and friends
are most welcome. We are usually
between 30 and 40 people present
and look forward to seeing you.

ORCHESTRE PHILHARMONIQUE
DE MONTE-CARLO

+377 98 06 28 28.

Sat Oct 6, 19h30: Roman trilogy
of music (Feste Romane, Fontane
di Roma and Pini di Roma) by
Respighi at the Grimaldi Forum.

OXBRIDGE SET

0493766528

Sat Oct 6, 12h: Lunch at Le
Bellanda (85 quai des Etats Unis,
Nice). Please call the restaurant
(number above) if possible two
weeks before the day, to say
you’ll be coming and then you
can chose what you feel like eat-
ing. Menus start at €22. Aperitif
at 12h, lunch from around 13h.

VAR GARDENER’S GROUP

0494 8522 06 - jim.north@wanadoo.fr
Sat Oct 6: Gondwana Féte, a plant
festival at the Domaine du Rayol.



VIVA ASSOCIATIONS 2012
0493994454

Sat Oct 6-Sun Oct 7, 9h30-
18h30: Cannes associations
welcome the public for an
informative weekend on the
esplanade Pantiero, Cannes.

NATURE AND SHARING DAY
contact@naturepartageaubar.fr
Sun Oct 7, 10h: Our 4th edition
themed “The International Year
of Sustainable Energy for All”
at the Papeterie in Bar sur Loup
is an all day event for the whole
family with stands, perform-
ances, workshops, & childrens’
activities: “Plantaclowns”, a
“Scarecrow Competition” and a
charity tombola

SWEDISH CLUB

0492131534
rivieraklubben@wanadoo.fr

Sun Oct 7: Theatre in French and
Swedish, Dr Glas by Hjalmar
Soderberg at Jazz Comedie
Club, 8 rue Scaliero, Nice.

Mon Oct 15: Garden-visit at Val
Rameh with Swedish guide at
Avenue Saint-Jacques, Menton.

MIKE LORIMER FINANCIAL
SEMINARS

06 21 85 84 42 - www.mikelorimer.com
Wed Oct 10, 9h: Domaine St
Endréol, Var. Mike Lorimer, a
member of the Spectrum IFA
Group, will once again be holding
his extremely popular Financial
Seminar, in conjunction with

the BA of the Var. Subjects to

be covered: French tax changes
update; Tax benefits of using
assurance vie; Tax advantages

of QROPS; Currencies Direct;
Financial Market Update by
Blackrock. Wine and canapés
when visitors can relax and ask
questions to all the respected
speakers. Please contact to attend.

BAM HAPPY HOUR
bam-monaco.org

Every second & fourth Thursday
of the month from 18h30-20h:
join the British Association of
Monaco for their happy hour
and meet some new friends.
Venues change; see website.

“WHEN THE RIVIERA WAS OURS”
066218 20 58.

Thurs Oct 11: So Patrick Howarth
called his 1998 book on the
History of British settlements in
France. Patrick Middleton has
borrowed the title for the talk

he’s giving on this subject at

the Grange, next to Victoria, in
Mouans Sartoux. Tea from 16h
and talk (questions welcome) at
17h. Call for more info.

JOURNEE MUNICIPALE DES
PREMIERS SECOURS CANNES
0497064924

Fri Oct 12, 9h-18h: Associations
and services welcome the
public to offer advice and
information on emergency
situations, first aid, life-saving
and blood and organ donation.
At Allées de la Liberté.

AMIAC

Douglas Goldin 04 92 94 02 47

Sat Oct 13: Blue Lavande Rest-
aurant, Valbonne. Please reserve.

COMMONWEALTH CLUB OF THE
RIVIERA
commonwealthclubriviera.com

Sat Oct 13: Wine tasting and
lunch at the Chateau St. Martin,
Taradeau, in the Var. See website.

SPORTEL MONACO
sportelmonaco.com

Mon Oct 15-Thurs Oct 18:
International sport media market
& conference at Grimaldi Forum.

VIAC - viac fr

Tues Oct 16: Guided visit to
the American War Cemetery
and Memorial in Draguignan.

HOLY TRINITY CANNES

0493 94 54 61 - holytrinitycannes.org
Sat Oct 20, 9h30-13h: “The
God Particle”. What is it, and
does it have anything to do

with God? A half-day seminar
of the Higgs Boson discovery
earlier this year. The seminar
will be geared towards non-
specialists who know little or
nothing about the particles that
make up the world around us
and how they fit together. Lunch
provided. Contact to reserve.

LITERARY LUNCH WITH
MICHAEL NELSON

0493 12 21 42 - englishbookcentre.com
Mon Oct 22, 11h30: Lear’s
Bicentenary: Fun On The Riviera
at Le Temps des Mets restaurant,
Valbonne. Reservations essential.

VAR GARDENER’S GROUP
04 94 85 22 06 - jim.north@wanadoo.fr
Tues Oct23: Plantswap at Salernes.

GRAND POPPY PARTY

0493 01 30 00 mhealy@orange.fr
Thurs Oct 25th. 18h30-20h: Held
by the Nice-Monaco Branch of
the Royal British Legion at the
Yacht Club de Monaco. See page
32 for details.

MUSEUM TOUR & LUNCH

0493 12 21 42 - englishbookcentre.com
Thurs Oct 25: Private tour of
Misia, Reine De Paris at the new
Bonnard Museum in Le Cannet,
with art historian Mary Lynn
Riley, followed by lunch and her
talk at a restaurant adjacent to the
museum. Reservations essential.

AMERICAN CLUB OF THE
RIVIERA
http://americanclubriviera.com
Sat Oct 27: a private cocktail
dinatoire in a private home in
Roquebrune with live music.

november

RADA

095373 56 70 — rada06@yahoo.com
Thurs Nov 1, Fri Nov 2 & Sat
Nov 3, 20h: Comedy “How the
Other Half Loves”, by Alan
Ayckbourn at Mougins School.
Entry: €10 incl drink at interval.
Contact to reserve or visit the
English Book Centre in Valbonne.

VIAC - viac.fr
Sun Nov 4: AGM in Les Arcs.

NICE CANNES MARATHON
marathon06.com

Sun Nov 4, 8h: Promenade in
Nice to la Croisette in Cannes.

COMMONWEALTH CLUB OF THE
RIVIERA
commonwealthclubriviera.com

Tues Nov 6: Guided visit of Les
Hauts de Cagnes, followed by an

optional lunch. Details on website.

SWEDISH CLUB

0492131534
rivieraklubben@wanadoo.fr

Tues Nov 6: Swedish chef
Johan Adell telling us about
the fish we find in shops and at
the markets in South of France,
and about his best recipes!
Restaurant Gaston Gastounette,
7 quai Saint-Pierre in Cannes.

ENSEMBLE VOCAL SYRINX
HANDEL'S MESSIAH/GRAND
CHARITY CONCERT
ensemblevocalsyrinx.com

Sat Nov 10, 19h: Charity concert
at St Paul’s Anglican Church (22
ave de Grande Bretagne) Monaco,
to help the work of Monaco Aide
et Présence with the poor in Third
World countries. Ensemble vocal
Syrinx & Orchestra and soloists:
Liesel Jurgens, Cristina Greco,
Fréderic Diquero, Thomas Dear.
Conducted by Errol Girdlestone.
Tickets €50 from Monaco Aide
et Présence; to order tickets: 20,
rue Notre Dame de Loréete - BP
525 - 98015 Monaco (+377 93 50
84 05).

AMIAC

Laurie 04 93 56 3492

Wed Nov 14: Le Caveau
Restaurant in Cannes.
Please ring to reserve.

LITERARY LUNCH WITH
VICHEANEY

0493 12 21 42 - englishbookcentre.com
Mon Nov 19: Vic’s Big Walk -
From SW France To NW England
in aid of pancreatic cancer
research. Vic walked 2000km

in 70 days, arriving on his 70th
birthday. Please reserve.

AMERICAN CLUB OF THE
RIVIERA THANKSGIVING LUNCH
george@donnelly-cpa.com
http://americanclubriviera.com
Thurs Nov 29: ACR’s infamous
traditional Thanksgiving
luncheon at the Hotel de Paris

in Monaco in the gorgeous

Salle Empire restaurant.

All friends and family members
are graciously invited. €85
ACR; €95 non-members. Please
RSVP George Donnelly.

October/November 2012 | RIVIERA REPORTER 153 | 41



Cote OAzvur

Toulo la ciin dazur de Monton & 5t Tropax
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Special offers

on hotels

Stay in touch !
With the brand new
ote ['azur VILP. Newsletter

LOOKING FOR
PA SERVICES
WITHOUT
HIRING A PA?

Self-employed, flexible PA
with 30 years’ experience
on the Cote dAzur can
help you with:

Alliance francaise de Nice ALLIANCE
2, rue de Paris - 06000 Nice - France

Tél. +33 4 9362 67 66 or +33 4 93623809

Fax: +33 4 938528 06

info@alliance-francaise-nice.com

www.alliance-francaise-nice.com

1600 students e
85 airrerent

International School of French Language Courses and exams

and Civilization « General French courses

« Coursework based on CEFR levels (A1 = C2) « Business French . .

« Experienced teaching staff « Evening courses (2x2 hours per week) Tailored PA services

« Innovative teaching methods « Test de connaissance du francais (TCF),

« Air-conditioned classrooms open throughout required to study at French universities Property management
the year « CCIP testing center Business liaison

« Successful accommodation program (host

family, dormitories, hotel) Cultural Events & Outings

» Guided tours of Nice and the region
« Visits to municipal museums

Project management

Learnn French in

CALL NIKKI MANWARING
06 22 56 85 21

nikkimanwaring@hotmail.com

s photos: Allanc Frangase d Nice, Vil de Nice, Franck Flle, Hugues Lagade

Kelogapian, abelleBeauregard/OTCN

The Grass
.. for carefree enjoyment

Do you own a holiday home? If you do, you will know like no other that gar-
den upkeep can be a major problem. With artificial grass around your holiday
home, your holiday will start with enjoying your holiday! Your lovely green lawn

will remain lovely and green, without the bothersome upkeep of ordinary grass.

Royal Grass is an exclusive artificial grass product

and is solely sold and installed through selected land- Team

scape gardeners and dealers.

Royal Grass France T: 04.93.58.63.01 -
B.P.85 F: 04.93.24.65.29 ROYALGRASS
06142 VENCE cedex ~ M: 06.14.20.21.59

france@royalgrass.com  www.royalgrass.com

Cite d rbyan
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'STAY CONNECTED

DURING YOUR HOLIDAYS

CALL FRANCE AND UK
AT LOCAL RATE

® Order ot our webnite with the code: RIRT2

SURF THE INTERNET
CHEAPLY

THE BEST FRENCH

PAY-AS-YOU-GO SIM CARD

+ 3IM ONLY
« MOBILE PACK
+ 3G DONGLE

FREE ADDITIONAL CREDIT FOR

RIVIERA REPORTER READERS

NG CREDIT
EXPIRATION

All services in English

-8

Order at: www.lefrenchmobile.com

T.L.M.

CAGNES-SUR-MER
¢ Specialists in moving heavy objects

¢ Piano Movers

¢ Anywhere along the Riviera

04 92 27 97 74 / 06 11 77 87 32 (Fr)

SARL au Capital de 30 000€

SIRET 453 474 231 00025

oure
Line

CANNES

45 rue d’Antibes
(floor 5)

Well being & Weight loss
Esthetics & Modeling

0617432892
0422103403

www.pureline-cannes.com

IVASHI DOME

Detoxify, Rejuvenate,
Retone, Relax

Detoxifies the body towards your
natural equilibrum

Anti-ageing effect

Softens and rejuvenates the skin
Weight loss

Enhances and tones the silhouette
Reduce the "orange peel" effect
Prepares the body for physical
activity

Relaxes the muscles

Elimination of toxins

Med Contg)ur'

General Project
Advanced Biomedical Technologies

The innovative cavitation
liposculpture system for the
treatment of localised fat and deep
cellulite Japanese techrrdlbgy
+ Lymphdrainage

. y

The Business Finder ...

Does that business you once heard about still
exist? Is there an English-speaking business
offering a service you need now? If it’s in the
Reporter or listed here, the answer is YES!

ACCOMMODATION, HOTELS, B&B
Hotel Le Provence, Golfe Juan
Hotel Villa Vauban, Villefranche

BUSINESS SERVICES & SUPPLIES
Arenas Partners, Office Hire

0497218530
0493559451

Www.arenas-partners.com

Office Xtra 15071 rte des Dolines, Sophia Antipolis
Regus Sophia Antipolis, Office Hire www.regus.fr
CONSTRUCTION

Amahoki Maison & Bois, eco-friendly homes 0683451247

Corner Stone Renovations 0493408120
EXPAT & RELOCATION

Riviera Expat Consultants 0493777400
Pascale Florin personal assistance 0497211063

FURNITURE, HOME DECOR

Daniela Vescovi Interior Design www.danielavescovi.com

Danielle Cook Design 0612216678
Fiddes Leather Furniture Restoration 0962252234
Qualimat Kitchens 107 av Pierrefeu, Valbonne
Riviera Property Services 049447 42 24
Tresors De Lysa 2030 rte de Cannes, Mouans Sartoux
Yachting Decor 0493747007
INTERNET, COMPUTING
Webstore www.webstore.fr
Wireless & Web 0628052235

LEISURE, SPORT, HEALTH, RECREATION

Star Wellness 45 Bd de la Croisette Cannes

The Osteopathic Practice 0492285175
MOTORING & TRAVEL

Heli-Air Monaco, Nice Airport 0493213495

Midi Location, rental cars 0493344800

NetJets Executive Jets www.netjets.com

WR Chauffeurs 0609 52 17 83 / www.wrchauffeurs.com

MOVING, STORAGE & TRANSPORT

(Cadogan Tate Moving & Storage 0493900101
Delahaye Moving info@delahayemoving.com
Shurgard Self-Storage www.shurgard.fr

PROPERTY, POOLS, GARDEN, SECURITY
Affinity Villas , Montauroux

Bel Abri, Pool covers and shelters

European Villas International

www.affinity-villas-france.com
0467789008
www.villas-international.com

PUBS & RESTAURANTS

Morrisons Pub & Lounge 10 rue Teisseire, Cannes
Quay’s Pub Quai St Pierre, Cannes
Zucchini Blossom Best Burgers 1283 Ave de la Plaine, Mougins
SERVICES & RETAIL

0493129963
www.cabinetmartin.info/

Bruce Thomas Photography
(abinet Martin, Private Detectives

Carroll Media, convert videos to DVD www.carrolimedia.co.uk

Creatif Flowers Galerie du Port, Antibes
Linda Alaniz Photography www.alaniz-photo.com/
Monte Carlo Weddings +37793 503595
Private Catering, Nice 0493212750
Sound Galleries, Monaco +37797 983260

If your business would like to appear here email: theFinder@rivierareporter.com
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PUBLIC SERVICE & COMMUNITY NUMBERS

EMERGENCY NUMBERS
SAMU 15 - POLICE 17 - FIRE 18

General Emergency ..................c.ccccocoeenne. 112

Riviera Medical (English).......... 0493261270

Doctors On Call (Nice) ............... 04 9352 42 42

Maritime Emergency ......................ccooeve. 112

Maritime Crossmed ................ 04946171104

For online access, go to www.riviera-reporter.com/directory

AIRLINES
AER LINGUS EI ......... 0170200072 KLMKL ..................... 0892 702 608
AEROFLOTSU .......... 0493214482 HELI SECURITE ........ 0493214585
AIR ALGERIE AH ...... 0493214820 JET2LS ... 0825 826 022
AIR FRANCEAF ...................... 3654  LOT-POLSKIE LINIELO 0493 2146 90
ALITALIAAZ ... 0802315315 LUFTHANSALH ......... 0892 231 690
AUSTRIANOS ............ 0820816816 LUXAIRLG .......civvvvnn. 0820 820 820

ATLAS BLUE8A ......... 0820 887 887
BASIQAIR/TRANSAVIAHV 0821231214
BLU-EXPRESS BV.+39 06 60214577
BLUEAR ............... +40 21 208 8686

BMI BABY WW ....+44 845 81 01 100
BMIBD ... 013261 81 81

BRITISH AIRWAYS BA 0825 825 400
BRUSSELS AIRLINES SN 0892 64 00 30
CCM AIRLINES XK ..... 0820 820 820

MAERSK AIRDM ........ 0825 320 321
NORWEGIAN DY ......+47 67 59 30 00
PORTUGALIANI ......... 0803 083 818
PULKOVOFV ........... 04 8998 51 25
QATAR AIRWAYS QR. 01 55 27 80 80
ROYAL AIR MAROC AT 0820 821 821
RYANAIRFR............... 0892 780 210
SAUDIASV ................ 0800 213 490
SAS & SNOWFLAKE SK 0825 325 335

DBA DI ............. +49 1805 927 322

DELTA AIRLINES DL .. 0811 640 005 SINGAPOREAIRLINES SQ 0821230380
EASYJETU2.... ... 0826103320 SKYEUROPE ............. 0892 23 62 50
EMIRATESEK........... 0157324999 SWISSLX ................. 089223 25 01

THOMSONFLY TOM 017070 81 36
TRANSAVIAAIRLINES HV 0892 058888
TUNISAIRTU .............. 0820 044 044

FINNAIRAY................ 0821 025 111
FLY BABOOF ...... 00 800 445 445 45
GERMANWINGS 4U .. 01 5521 25 10

HELI AIR MONACO YO 0493213495

TURKISH AIRLINES TK 04 93 2144 79

ASSOCIATIONS HELPLINES & SUPPORT CONT ...

COCAINE ANONYMOUS IN MONACO We use the Twelve Step Recovery Program;
because it has already been proven that the Twelve Step Recovery Program works
CA helpling nUMDET: .......cvcviiiiiriieeceeee e 06 20 00 66 36
CROSSBOW INT’L CARE GROUP Sophia Antipolis ..................... 04 93 59 95 83
DEBTORS ANONYMOUS & BUSINESS DEBTORS ANONYMOUS Debts weighing
you down? QOver-spending and/or under-earning? ‘Small Business’ problems? Our
12-step program can provide a solution for you. Meetings held several times a week on
the Cote d’Azur. Confidential enquiries. Phone Nice and/or Cannes 06 77 56 08 93
DRUGS (Drogues INfo SErViCe) .........ccveveeerviieriiiiiiccieiseee e 0800 231 313
ENGLISH SPEAKING FREEMASONS Meet in Cannes..abbeylodge33@yahoo.com
GUIDE DOGS FOR THE BLIND - ECOLE DES CHIENS GUIDES (BIOT)
.................................................................... 04 93 65 08 36 - uaso@wanadoo.fr

HEPATITIS C SUPORT GROUP ................ccoovvvvviiiriiriniiiie, 0622821618
HOMELESS HELP ................cocooooiiiiiieeeeeeereneee s 115 or 0800 306 306
LIVING WITHCANGCER .................ccooooviviiiieicececeeeeeeee 04 94 78 88 26
NOPANIC ......................... .02 512880 25
ORGAN DONATION (EGF)........... ....0800 202 224
OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS ..... ..0493 871897
RAPE (SOS VIO) ..o 0800 059 595
RED CROSS .......................... 0800 858 858 - Antibes 04 93 34 15 43
RIVIERABUSINESSCLUB ................ccoooveviiiiicii www.bccriviera.com
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION NICE & MONACO .............................. 0493 01 30 00
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION CANNES & EASTVAR ....................... 0494841475

SO0S HELP CRISIS LINE IN ENGLISH Feeling down? Call us up!
............................... 01 46 21 46 46 from 15h to 23h daily - www.soshelpline.org
SUNNY BANK Information & support for the elderly.........ccoovviviniiinicnnnennn,
.............................................................. 04 93 47 94 20 - www.sunny-bank.org
TOUCHE PAS A MON CORPS In French, for abused women

................... 06 62 32 62 50 - 04 93 00 35 72 - www.touchepasamoncorps.com
UFC-06 QUE CHOISIR CONSUMER ASSOCIATION

................... 04 93 62 43 72 - Fax 04 93 62 23 75, 20 Bd Raimbaldi, 06000 Nice

AVF (ACCUEIL DES VILLES FRANCAISE / Welcome Wagon - www.avf.asso.fr)

VUELING VY ............... 0800 905 461
VIRGIN EXPRESS TV ... 0800 528 528

HELVETIC2L ........... 01 5569 83 50
IBERIA IB 0802 075 075

AIRPORTS

NICE-COTE D’AZUR AEROPORT ..................c.coovuee. Switchboard 0 820 423 333
.......................................... Lost & Found 04 93 21 31 11 - www.nice.aeroport.fr
NICE AIRPORT Busses and SNUHIES .........covvrvveveeeiiiiiinnn, 0820 423 333
AEROPORT CANNES MANDELIEU ....... 0820 426 666 - www.cannes.aeroport.fr
MARSEILLE-PROVENCE AEROPORT 04 42 14 14 14 - www.marseille.aeroport.fr
TOULON HYERES AEROPORT.... 0 825 018 387 - www.toulon-hyeres.aeroport.fr

ASSOCIATIONS, HELPLINES & SUPPORT (Some in French)

ABUSED WOMEN ............... 04 93 52 17 81 (English) - 01 40 33 80 90 (French)
AIDS/HIV (SIDA) ................ Info Service 0800 840 800 - Testing 04 93 85 12 62
AL-ANON/ACA  English-speaking meetings for friends and families of alcoholics
five times a WEeK .......ococeeeviiviieiennas 04 94 47 10 28 - http://al-anon-alateen.fr

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS Desperate to stop? Meetings every day in English
..................................... 24 hour live helpline: 0820 200 257 - www.aa-riviera.org
ALZHEIMER ASSOCIATION COTE D’AZUR (Fr)..........cccocvvvvinnnnn. 04 93 52 62 00
AODVCL (AMERICAN OVERSEAS DOMESTIC VIOLENCE CRISIS LINE):

...... 0-800-99-0011 and when prompted 866-879-6636 - www.866uswomen.org
BEREAVEMENT GROUP MONACO ..............ccccooovvvviiinnnns 06 98 44 49 01
BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT NETWORK (VAR) ...........cccocovviviiiiiiiiiecccccieieieins
........................................... 04 94 84 64 89 - 06 48 46 93 21 - www.bsnvar.org
BRITISH ASSOCIATION CANNES 06 65 38 05 29
BRITISH ASSOCIATION MENTON 06 31 18 89 57
BRITISH ASSOCIATION MONACO ... +377 93 50 19 52 - www.bam-monaco.org
BRITISH ASSOCIATION NICE ................ccooovvvvinneiiiii, 04 93 59 88 65
BRITISH ASSOCIATION VAR Secretary.........cccovovvereririiiiininnnnn, 049472 37 42
BUSINESS DEBTORS ANONYMOUS: Our 12-step program offers solvency
solutions to small business owners. Meetings weekly in Cannes: Sat at 11h, rear of
Holy Trinity Church, 2 rue du General Ferrié ...... 06 77 56 08 93 - www.dariviera.org
CANCER SUPPORT GROUP IN ENGLISH

............................. Anne Sookhoo 06 69 33 78 40 - cancersupport06@gmail.com
CHILD ABUSE (Enfance Maltraitée) ...........c.ccooveveveveverennne. 119 or 0800 054 141
CHILDREN MISSING (SOS Enfants DiSparus).............ccovevrererererenes 0810012 014
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ALPES-MARITIMES
ANTIBES JUANLES PINS 04 93 34 8908

CAGNES SUR MER ....04 93 22 64 18

CANNES LA BOCCA ..04 93 90 84 33
CANNES ................... 049394 41 82
GRASSE 04 93 36 98 30
LE CANNET ....04 93 46 25 62
MANDELIEU .............. 08 77 03 40 67

NICE ..o 04 93 854900
SOPHIA ANTOPOLIS 04 93 65 43 00
VALLAURIS GOLFEJJUAN 0493630545

VENCE ....................... 049358 36 71
VILLENEUVE LOUBET .06 80 54 36 41

VAR

CAVALAIRE .............. 04 94 94 62 41
DRAGUIGNAN ........... 049468 7212
HYERES ............... 0494653477
LELUC .............co.c.. 049460 72 81

SAINT CYR-SUR-MER 04 94 32 11 51
SAINTE MAXIME .......04 94 96 64 73
STRAPHAEL ............ 04 94 95 27 53
TOULON 0494463073

BOOKSHOPS (ENGLISH)

ANTIBES BOOKS 24 rue AUDEMON .........covvveiiiieieieecceeieeines 0493347411
CANNES ENGLISH BOOKSHOP 11 rue Bivouac Napoléon............ 04 9399 40 08
CASTLE BOOKSHOP, FAYENCE 1 rue St Pierre .........cccceevnena. 0494 8472 00

ENGLISH BOOK CENTRE, VALBONNE 12 rue Alexis Julien

0493122142

BUSINESS FORMALITIES & JOB GENTRES

ANPE (INTERNATIONAL SECTION) 10 rue Shakespeare, Nice (appt only)

04 97 11 82 44 - contact.anglais@eei.com.fr/peei.nice@anpe.fr - www.anpe.fr
CENTRE DE FORMALITES DES ENTREPRISE (C.FE.)
....GANNES 20 bd Carnot 04 97 06 66 06 - NIGE 20 bd Carabacel 0820 422 222
CHAMBRE DE METIERS ET DE L’ARTISANAT DES ALPES-MARITIMES
110 av de Verdun, St Laurent du Var 04 93 14 16 14 -www.cm-alpesmaritimes.fr
CHAMBRE DES METIERS DU VAR (CENTRE DE FORMATION PAR ALTERNANCE)

FREJUS bd Mer Base Aéronavale.........

DRAGUIGNAN 23 bd Jean Jaures

LES ARGCS chem Guéringuiers.............

..................................... 04945180 35

04 94 50 93 65
04 94 99 51 80

SAINT RAPHAEL 123 r Waldeck Rousseau .............. cooocacommaaconn 0494198390
CHAMBRE DE COMMERCE ET D’INDUSTRIE NICE COTE D’AZUR

0820 422 222 - www.cote-azur.cci.com

CHAMBRE DE COMMERCE ET D’INDUSTRIE DU VAR 04 94 22 80 00 - www.var.cci.fr

CHURCH & RELIGION

CORNERSTONE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP EVANGELICAL 10:30 am to Noon Sun

Picard Bldg, St Bernard, Vallauris ...........

..................................... 04 92 38 98 91

DANISH LUTHERAN CHURCH 89 Bld Napoleon Il, Nice .............. 0493 21 07 02



CHURCH & RELIGION CONT ...

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH CANNES Sun 10:30 am

4 ave Gén. Ferrig, Cannes (behind Carlton Hotel) .........cccccovvvvinnes 04 93 94 54 61
HOLY TRINITY ANGLICAN CHURCH NICE 11 rue de la Buffa..... 04 93 87 19 83
INTERNATIONAL BAPTIST CHURCH NICE 13 rue Vernier.......... 06 64 96 94 22
INTERNATIONAL BAPTIST CHURCH ST PAUL Espace St Claire, Commercial

Center LEVE! “0” ... 06 64 96 94 22
MONACO CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 37 rue Grimaldi ............. +377 93 30 60 72
ST JOHN’S CHURCH MENTON av Carnot ............cccccoovvviinnnnn. 04 93 57 20 25

ST JOHN’S CHURCH ST RAPHAEL Ave Paul Doumer, Sun 10h30 ... 04 94 60 87 05
STMICHAEL'S CHURCH BEAULIEU Sun. 10am, 11chem des Myrtes 04 9301 4561
ST PAULS CHURCH MONACO 22 ave de Grande Bretagne..... +377 93 30 71 06
SWEDISH CHURCH Svenska kyrkan, 1 chem des Caucours,Cagnes sur Mer 04 93 20 40 64

CINEMA (V.0.)

LE CASINO, ANTIBES 6 Ave du 24 Aodt, Recorded info................. 0892 892 892
LES ARCADES, CANNES 77 rue Felix Faures Recorded info........... 0892 892 892
LA COUPOLE, LA GAUDE Centre Culturel, Recorded info ............... 0892 680 471
CINEMA SPORTING, MONACGO Place du Casino Recorded info ..... 0836 680 072
CINEMA RIALTO, NICE 4, rue de Rivoli, Recorded info................... 0892 680 041

SALLE DES FETES, VALBONNE Esp. de la Vignasse, Recorded info 0892892892
CLUBS, SPORTS & LEISURE

AAGP ...........ooiiiiiee s info@aagp-provence.com
AMERICAN CLUB OF THERIVIERA ............. 06 20 40 11 28 - bgintell@aol.com
AMERICAN SQUARE DANCING (Cagnes Sur Mer) ..........ccccevuee. 0685117375
AMERICAN SQUARE DANCING (Vallauris/Sophia Antipolis) 06 60 50 89 45
AMIAC (Alpes Martimes International Aperitif Club) ...................... 0492975072
BASEBALL Cavigal NiCe SpOrt .......ccccovivvvriiniiiininieesiceines 04 9365 77 55
BEACH VOLLEYBALL (ASPTT) .... 06 49 42 74 32 - beach@aspttnice-volley.com
BOXING - NICE AZURBOXE..................... 04 93 89 68 17 - www.niceazurboxe.fr
CAFE INTERNATIONAL ........oooovvrveererrcerrenn, rouanet.veroniqgue@wanadoo.fr
CERCLE NORDIQUE (Scandinavian Club) ... 0493 82 21 02
CRICKET Monte-Carlo C.C. ......ccovieniiiiriieniiisces i 06 78 63 30 82
CRICKET Riviera (Cabris) C.C. .....ovvvvvrirririeiiiieieieineieeieenenes 049292 87 39
CRICKET Entrecasteaux C.C. ........ccccovvvieiieiiiriiiicceccieenes 049404 4213
COMMONWEALTH CLUB .. 04 93 68 12 03 - www.commonwealthclubriviera.com
DANISHBOOK CLUB .................coooooviiiiiiiiieeeeee e 04 93 66 59 00
DANISHCLUB ............ ....04 93 58 00 28 - www.club-danois.com
DUTCH CLUB............cooviiiiiiiiiiiiiice e 04 94 47 62 83
ENSEMBLE VOCAL SYRINX (Choir) .......cccovevivirieeieriririiiiiinnen, 04 93 20 68 94

EUROPEAN PROFESSIONAL WOMEN’S NETWORK NICE-COTE D’AZUR

................................... info@europeanpwn-nice.net - www.europeanpwn-nice.net
FIELD HOCKEY Villeneuve-Loubet Club 06 09 58 82 70 - www.hockeyinfrance.com
FINNISH CLUB ON THE RIVIERA 06 22 07 01 75 - www.rivieran-suomi-seura.org

FOOTBALL Boys in Green, Cannes...........ccocovevevevevvivirererereenenannns 0492981617
FOOTBALL Mouans Sartoux Women’s F.C.. 04 93 75 58 19 (Fr) - katepg@tele?2.fr
FRANCE-ETATS-UNIS NiCE ..........ccoocovvvr. 09601192 49 - 06 08 36 67 58
FRANCE-GRANDE BRETAGNE Cannes ............c.cccovvrererivrianinees 04 93 97 86 32
FRANCE-GRANDE BRETAGNE Nice ........... 04 93 81 76 74 - www.fgb-nice.com
FRANCE-GRANDE BRETAGNE Toulon .....04 94 30 69 77 - www.afgb-toulon.net
HASH HOUSE HARRIERS (RIVIERA) ................cccccovvvninae www.rivierahhh.com

INTERNATIONAL CLUB OF THE RIVIERA 04 93 72 11 89 - info@internationalclub.fr
INTERNATIONAL LUNCH CLUB (VAR) .. 06 45 99 45 76 - barry.kalish@orange.fr
INT’L WOMEN’S CLUB - PROVENCE 04 94 73 63 93 - kirstenogpalle@gmail.com
INT’L WOMEN’S CLUB OF THE RIVIERA ........... 06 21 46 54 93 / www.iwcr.org
INT’L WOMEN’S CLUB OF THEVAR ............. 04 94 76 50 12 / www.iwc-var.org
LEKIDSCLUB ............ccovvvvvvviiriccncnn, 04 93 82 44 43 / www.lekidsclub.com
KIDOOLAND ................. 04 93 64 53 54 - 06 10 54 48 11 - www.kidooland.com
MONACO BOOKWORMS ................ccoovveiiineeieieieiinnns +377 97 77 00 91
NORWEGIAN CLUB .04 9312 17 73 - www.club-norvege.com
THE ODD GROUP (Painting) ...............oo.o... 0493354833 - +37797 7079 46
OXBRIDGE SET ..................ccoo.e. 06 62 64 54 05 - halfordoxbridge@yahho.co.uk
RIVIERA CLASSIC CARSCLUB ................ 04 93 36 81 58 - kindesign@aol.com
RIVIERA AMATEUR DRAMATIC ASSOCIATION (RADA) ............. 09537356 70
RIVIERA EXPAT GOLF SOCIETY.................. 06 62 60 77 56 - www.regsgolf.com
RIVIERA HASH HOUSE HARRIERS ......... 06 22 47 39 10 - www.rivierahhh.com
RIVIERA INTERNATIONAL SINGERS ....... 06 14 92 78 44 - ris.board@hotmail.fr
SCOTTISH DANCING COTE D’AZUR (SDCA) 04 93 42 72 95/ +377 93 30 89 34

SCOTTISH DANGING (MONACO) .......cocvvevvverriiiieeeeenenns +377 93 25 18 49
SWEDISHCLUB ...............c.cocoeennnn. 04 92 13 15 34 - www.rivieraklubben.com
SWEDISH WOMEN’S CLUB (SWEA) ........cccccoevvveririiiieicceeienns 04 93 3550 61

VALBONNE READING GROUP ...............ccccccovviiiininiiinieins 04931221 42

CLUBS, SPORTS & LEISURE ...

VAR VELO CYCLING GROUP .................coooovviiiiiiiicererennans 04 94 85 22 06
VIAC (Var International Aperitif Club) ..................... www.viac.fr - secretary@viac.fr
EDUCATION

CARFAX EDUCATION MONACO + 377 98 80 11 80 - www.carfax-education.com
CENTRE INT’L DE VALBONNE (CIV) ......... 04 97 23 92 30 - www.civfrance.com
ECOLE BILINGUE I'NTLE COTE D’AZUR 04 93 64 32 84 - www.ebicaschool.com
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL OF MONAGO +377 93 25 68 20 - www.ismonaco.org

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL OF NICE .............. 04 93 21 04 00 - www.isn-nice.org
MOUGINS SCHOOL.......................... 04 93 90 15 47 - www.mougins-school.com
EMBASSIES & CONSULATES

AUSTRALIA EMDASSY ..ot 014059 3300
BRITAIN Consulate General, Marseille ..........cccocvveeerivivriinininnen. 0491157210

British Embassy & Consular Office, Paris .. ... 0144513102
Honorary British Consul MONaco ...........cccoceveveiiiiiiieicenen, +377 93 50 99 54
Honorary British Consul NiCe.............ccccvevrinnns ... 0491157210
CANADA Embassy & Consular Services, Paris ..........ccccccccceeennan 0144 432900
Canadian Consulate MONACO ...........coeererrmrmrinrreiiiiieiieeiieene +377 97 70 62 42
Canadian Consulate NiCE........ccccoveveiiiiiieiiiiieece e 049392 93 22
DENMARK Embassy Paris 01 44 3121 21 - Danish Consulate Nice 04 93 85 35 49
FINLAND ......... Embassy Paris 01 44 18 19 20 - Consulate Nice 06 87 57 68 99
GERMANY Embassy Paris 01 53 83 45 00 - German Consulate Nice 04 93 83 55 25

IRELAND Embassy & Consular Services, Paris ..., 01441767 00
Irish Honorary Consul, Cannes ............cccoveeeeeviveeieveiieeeenennes 06 77 69 14 36
Irish Honorary Consul, MONACO ..........cvrvvrirmrininiriiiiiiiiiiiiiieenne +377 931570 00
ITALY ............... Embassy Paris 01 49 54 03 00 - Consulate Nice 04 92 14 40 90

NETHERLANDS Embassy Paris 014062 3300 - Dutch Consulate Nice 04 9387 5294
NORWAY ... Embassy Paris 01 53 67 04 00 - Royal Consulate Nice 04 92 15 57 57
SOUTHAFRICA Embassy Paris 0153592323 - Consulate Monaco +377 932524 26
SWEDEN Embassy Paris 01 44 18 88 00 - Swedish Consulate Nice 0493169015
SWITZERLAND Embassy Paris 01 49 55 67 00 - Consulate Nice 04 93 87 15 93
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA Embassy, Paris Switchboard ....... 0143122222
...................................... Visa 0 810 26 46 26 - Resource Center 01 43 12 21 72
US Consulate General, Marseille ............cccccoevviiiiiviiieiiieiinenns 04 91 54 92 00
US Consular Agency, Nice 04 93 88 89 55

LIBRARIES (ENGLISH) variable hours

BEAULIEU English Room Bibliothéque Pour Tous, 12 bivd Marinoni 04 93 01 13 32
CANNES Holy Trinity Church, 4 ave General Ferrie ....................... 04 937557 47
MENTON St John’s Church, 31 ave Carnot ...........ccccceeevvevevennann, 04 93 57 68 04
MONACO Princess Grace Irish Library ............ + 377 93 50 12 25 - www.pgil.mc

MONACO St Paul’s Church, 22 ave Grande-Bretagne +377 92 16 76 91
NICE English-American Library, 12 rue de France ........................ 04 93 87 42 67
SAINT-RAPHAEL St John’s Church, ave Paul Doumer .............. 04 94 82 40 48
VALBONNE Bibliotheque Pour Tous “English Corner” 23 rue Gambetta 0493129512
VENCE 9 rue Sainte Luce (behind the Cathedral) .............ccocvvee. 09 63 43 86 57

PREFECTURES & ADMINISTRATION

PREFECTURE DES ALPES MARITIMES CENTRE ADMINISTRATIF (NICE)
................ 04 9372 20 00 - 147 rte Grenoble - www.alpes-maritimes.pref.gouv.fr
Cartes Grises, Drivers licences, Passports ..........ccccceveeevevennen. 0493722999
PREFECTURE DU VAR (TOULON)

.................. 04 94 18 83 83 - bd 112eme Régim Infanterie - www.var.pref.gouv.fr
......................... Cartes grises 04 94 18 83 71 - Cartes de séjour 04 94 18 83 75
SOUS PREFECTURE DRAGUIGNAN .................. 0821 801 083 - 1 bd Mar Foch

SOUS-PREFECTURE GRASSE.................... 04 92 42 32 00 - 3 av Gén de Gaulle
DIVEIS ICBNCES 1.ttt cee ettt e e 0492 42 32 28
SECURITE SOCIALE IN ENGLISH.............cc..coovrvvvenrnnnn. 08 11 36 36 46 - 3646
PUBLIC UTILITIES ASSISTANCE AND BREAKDOWN

FRANCE TELEGOM ..........co.oovvvovvreivesreennns Domestic 1013 - Business 1015
English service (Mon-Fri, 09h00-17h30) ...........cvvvvrvrerrrrerrereens 09 69 36 39 00

UTILITIES ALPES MARITIMES
EDF (Electricity) ENGLISH 05 62 16 49 08 - 0801 131 133 GDF (Gas) 0810 093 363
......................................... Water Info 0801 147 147 - Emergency 0810 769 769

..................................................................... 24 HOUR EDF/GDF 0810 140 150 -
... EDF (Electricity) 0810 333 083 - GDF (Gas) 04 94 41 41 00
......................................... Water Info 0801 147 147 - Emergency 0811 900 700
RADIO

RIVIERA RADIO (MONACO) 106.5, 106.5 +377 97 97 94 94 - www.rivieraradio.mc
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TO PLACE A
CLASSIFIED

Email or post your text, name
& address with payment to
Riviera Reporter Classifieds

56 Chemin de Provence
06250 MOUGINS
Email: info@rivierareporter.com

COST

Non-commercial
€3 TTC each 30 chars*

Framed commercial
€3 TTC each 30 chars*®
PLUS a €40 commercial rate

*incl. spaces, commas, etc
FREE Jobs Wanted/Offered

PAYMENT

Euro cheques only on
French or Monaco banks
No foreign cheques or
credit cards please.

ISSUE DEADLINES

Feb/March: Jan 3rd
April/May: Feb 23rd
June/July: April 23rd
Aug/Sept: June 23rd
Oct/Nov: Aug 23rd
Dec/Jan: Oct 23rd

WRITE TO US:

Letters to the Editor can
be sent by post or email:
info@rivierareporter.com

Unless specifically marked
“not for publication”, letters
may be published in our
Letters pages and may also be
added to our website forum.
Names are withheld when
requested but please note
anonymous letters will not be
considered.

Sometimes when people want
specific information or offer a
suggestion, a quick telephone
call would be useful. So if you
think we might need to talk
to you, do give your number
please.

RELEVANT ARTICLES CONTACTS

Abbey Lodge (Richard Dawe)............cccvvvvviiinnnenn. 0494535038
Australian Club (Sylvie Chanoni) ......... 062177 38 17 - sylaussie@yahoo.fr
Blood donations ..................... 049200 10 69 (Nice) - dondusang.net
Ensemble Vocal Syrinx ............ 0493 20 68 94 - ensemblevocalsyrinx.com
Fast Tracking (Travel)

Nice Premier ........ en.nice.aeroport.fr, keyword search “dedicated queue”

E-passport UK ......... heathrowairport.com, keyword search “e-passport”
Nathalie Giraud ........................ TheLoveCoach@rivierareporter.com
Grande Loge de Monaco.............. info@gInrpm.com - http://glnrpm.com
International Club of the Riviera........... 06 21 96 59 77 - internationalclub.fr
Oxbridge Set ......oovvvvviiiiiiii s halfordoxbridge@yahoo.co.uk
Primary Education

EBICA ... 0493 64 32 84 - ebicaschool.com

International School of Monaco ......... +377 93 25 68 20 - ismonaco.org

Mougins School ................... 0493 90 15 47 - mougins-school.com
RADA ... 0497 01 08 94 - rada.freeservers.com

Riviera International Singers ... 06 14 92 78 44 riviera-international-singers.com

SSAFA Forces Help (Dick Bogg, Chairman) 05 53 24 92 38 - france@ssafa.org.uk

Var Gardener’s Group
JimNorth................oell. jim.north@wanadoo.fr - 04 94 85 22 06
John Lancaster ................ john.lancaster@orange.fr - 04 94 76 38 51

URLS and emails mentioned in this issue
are directly linked to in the

“From the magazine” section
of our web forum.

T HE E R A SEND ME 6 CONSECUTIVE ISSUES OF THE
RIVIERA REPORTER STARTING WITH:
R E P O R T E R U Current Issue U Next Issue
SUBSCRIPTION FORM: Please fill out this Name
form and send with payment*. Add

France .................... €25 ress

Europe EU)................. €35

Europe (notEU).............. €35

USA & Canada (surface) . . . . ... €35 Town

USA & Canada (airmail) . ...... €45

Australia & NZ. (surface) . . ... .. €35 Code

SUBSCRIPTION PAYMENT: Please send your Country

euro cheque on French or Monaco banks to:

Riviera Reporter Subscriptions
56 chemin de Provence
06250 Mougins France

NO STAPLES PLEASE. No credit cards,
foreign or travellers cheques please.

*Prices subject to change

Email (if you would like to receive information
from the Reporter by email)

Amount enclosed €

For office use only:

SUB N° SUB ‘TIL
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INDEX TO ADVERTISERS

This magazine is not free.
It's paid for by our advertisers.
Giving them your custom ensures that the
Reporter will remain free to readers.

Alliance Francaise Nice

Books, Antibes Bookshop

Books, English Book Centre
British Beds, DecoBoiseries
Brittain’s Home Stores

Business Services, Peter Johnson
Centre Leclerc, Le Cannet
Computing, Gale Force
Computing, MacService
Construction, Creation en Couleur 06
Construction, JP Construction
Democrats Abroad

Education, Ecole Bilingue Internationale
Education, Mougins School
Education, Open University

Expat Pension Providers

Finance, Banque Populaire
Finance, Blevins Franks Int. Ltd
Finance, Mike Lorimer SARL
Fitlane

Gardening, English Garden Centre
Gardening, English Garden Design
Gardening, Royal Grass

Geoffrey’s of London

HeliRiviera, Helicopter Services
Hepplewhites Ltd

Insurance, AXA Antibes
Insurance, Eric Blair Network
Insurance, Roy Cox

Insurance, Eurassur Monaco
Insurance, Exclusive Healthcare
Internet Webstore

Le French Mobile

Qasis Services

Personal Assistant, Nikki Manwaring
Property, Chrisma

Property, Coast & Country
Property, Immo 2000

Pub, Ship & Castle, Monaco

Pure Line Cannes

Removals, AGS Démenagement
Removals, Delahaye

Removals, TLM

Restaurant, Enjoy Snacking, Rocheville
Restaurant, Les Arbousiers Plage
Run & Style Nice

Satellite, HasEurope

Security, Azur Security

Security, EASS

Squarefoot Self Storage

The Spy She Loved (John Hefford)
Velo Station Nice

Villa Management, Sylvie Amouyal
VIP Nice

The RIVIERA REPORTER is not responsible for
fraudulent claims of advertisers. We recommend that
you make enquiries and, if necessary, take profes-
sional advice before entering into any transactions.




BUSINESS FOR SALE

CO-T-CAFE FRANCE
FRANCHISES
FOR SALE

Co-T-CAFE supplies all products
and materials for coffee shops,
juice bars and other businesses

Co-T-CAFE carries
Simply Smoothie products
and Ice blended Frappé from
the US with the Waring
super-power blender.
Please visit our web site
www.co-t-cafe.com
or you can buy directly online:
www.cupandbeverage.com
Both sites are part of the
CO-T-CAFE Group

PROPERTY FOR SALE

PROPERTY IN PARADISE
MPA
www.
montenegropropertyassociates.
com
provide highly efficient,
professional and economical
services related to all your real
estate needs in Montenegro
including initial orientation,
consulting, acquisition,
construction, remodeling,
supervision, maintenance and
management. Combine tax friendly
advantages with a low cost of
living in an environment of great
natural beauty with year around
weather that encourages outdoor
living with yachting, skiing and
temperate climate; this is an ideal
place to live. Montenegro is a
small country with a population
of only 650,000 family oriented
people who welcome foreigners
like treasured guests. For more
information and a visit in
the South of France contact
Robin Gellately-Smith: robin@
montenegropropertyassociates.com

EUROPEAN VILLAS INT.
(Est 1998)

Beautiful selection of properties
to rent or sell. 04 93 35 96 55
www.villas-international.com
info@villas-international.com

For sale. Le Thoronet (Var). Relax
in the country. Lovely 70m? fully
furnished home, completely renovated,
ready to move in. Located in hameau
surrounded by vineyards. One hour
from Nice. Great price at €179,900
by owner. Email patscanlonl @gmail.
com. English speaking owners. DPE:
E. Absolutely no agents!

JOBS OFFERED

Business Opportunity: Small and
well-established French company
with English clientele seeks
working partner able to integrate
with existing team. Bilingual and
accustomed to French business
practices are definite assets. The
company has considerable expansion
possibilities for someone not afraid
of hard work. Not a salaried position.
Please email your profile to
MyWay @catch-all.net

Yacht Masters Monaco
Following the company’s recent
expansion into Monaco earlier this
year, Yacht Masters is now looking
to recruit an experienced
Sales Broker and/or Captain
to join its dynamic team.

Captain: Minimum of 10 years
experience in the superyacht
business, with at least 5 years
working as a yacht captain, in

command of yachts over 50m and
with new-build project experience.

Broker: Minimum of 5 years
experience as a sales broker
in the superyacht business,
with an established portfolio
of yacht sales over 40m.
Suitable candidates must be a
Monaco / Cote d’Azur resident
with English mother-tongue and an
excellent command of French or
another language. This role would
suit a responsible individual, able to
work independently while being a
highly motivated team-player with
entrepreneurial spirit and excellent
organisational skill. Willingness to
travel at late notice and the ability
to accommodate highly flexible
working hours is essential.

Please submit a covering letter
with a copy of your CV to:
monaco@yachtmasters.com

Experienced tutors needed
in Maths, Physics, Chemistry,
Biology, English, FLE and exam
preparation. Carfax Education
Monaco, a leading education
specialist, provides comprehensive
one-on-one tailored services:
- Academic tuition for
international students
- Foreign language (English, French,
Italian) instruction for all ages
- Guidance in selecting universities
in the UK, US and Switzerland
- Overseas university exam
preparation (GCSE, IB, TOEFL,
IELTS, SAT, GMAT, GRE,)
- Assistance with international
university applications
- Exam preparation for entry to
prestigious UK boarding schools
- Academic English Proficiency
Assessment and Consultation
Bachelor degree or higher required
for academic tuition
-Competitive salary
Send resumé in French and English
plus cover letter to:

monaco@carfax-tutors.com

Place job wanted or job offered

classifeds FREE on our
forum.rivierareporter.com

Want to place a classified? See page 46 for details

CLASSIFIED

I would like a Maths teacher for a 14
-year-old who is in 4eme. Ideally Bar
sur loup, Chateauneuf de Grasse or
Valbonne area, as he is attending Le
Rouret college. The person would
need to be patient and approchable.
Available Wed afternoons or Sat
afternoon, 1-2 hours/week. It would
be working alongside his current
curriculum, assisting him with his
homework and making sure he under-
stands what he is doing. Students or
experienced teachers may apply. Pls
call 0493581476 or email kathp68 @
gmail.com with rates and location.

‘Well educated, mature, British lady
seeks position as a companion for an
elderly person. Full- or part-time,
live in or not. All types of assistance/
care (admin, cooking, driving, basic
nursing etc). Excellent references.
Please phone 06 24 28 09 30.

BUY, SELL & SWAP

Watches & Jewellery
Gold & Silverware
(Urgently Required)
Antiques & Works of Art
Vintage Luggage
HEPPLEWHITES
Call us today for a free valuation
Freephone 0805 080 252
E: antiques@hepplewhites.co.uk
www.hepplewhites.co.uk
See inside cover

One of a kind jewellery
www.perlambulle.com

Peugeot 205 cabriolet CJ Collectors
item, CT until 09/13.178000 km. Year
1991. Recent service plus distribution
kit and brakes. New tyres, hood in
reasonable condition. A great little
car.€1450.Please email for photos/
or call 06 26 91 58 99

PERSONALS

IS ALCOHOL COSTING YOU
MORE THAN MONEY?
Call Alcoholics Anonymous
0820 200 257
www.aa-riviera.org

YOU MAY BE YOUNG,
BEAUTIFUL OR RICH LIVING
ON THE COTE D’AZUR, BUT
ARE YOU REALLY HAPPY?
See you at Holy Trinity Cannes
at 10h30 Sunday
www.holytrinitycannes.org

THE FRANCE-GRANDE-
BRETAGNE ASSOCIATION
IN CANNES
holds French and English classes
from beginners to advanced
including conversation
every Saturday from 6th October
2012 from 2pm to Spm
followed by tea and biscuits. We
also organise a social event every
month. We are upstairs at
5 rue d’Oran off rue d’Antibes
(next to Parking Lamy) in Cannes.
More info: Tel. Iris
on 04 93 97 86 32 or
Odette on 04 93 49 37 01

HANDS-ON COOKING
CLASSES IN OLD NICE
Looking to build your repertoire
of Provencal recipes? Nice-
based food writer Rosa Jackson
offers market tours and hands-on
cooking classes in English for
visitors and residents. Courses
range from 1 to 5 days; discounts
are available for residents who
sign up for several classes.
For more information,
see www.petitsfarcis.com

HAVE SOMETHING TO SELL OR
LOOKING FOR A SOUL MATE?

Post your classified for
free on our forum.

English American Library, 12 rue de
France, Nice. Open since 1862, it’s one
of the oldest libraries on the Riviera,
and the largest English-language library
in Southern Europe Open 10-11 and 3-5
Tues to Sat. Closed Sun and Mon.
20,000 volumes of fiction, non-fiction,
DVDs & English press. Tourist €6/week
or €26 for yearly memberships.
See: www.nice-english-library.org

Are you registered self-employed
in France? Do you speak
conversational French?

Do you enjoy selling and meeting
people? Are you willing to be paid
according to results?

The Reporter might be
interested in you.

mail: info@rivierareporter.com

MISC

The English Book Centre Valbonne
(0493 122142 -englishbookcentre.com)
is offering: Tues 15h-17h: Creative
writing course; Tues 10h3012h: English
improvement sessions; Thurs 9h45-
11h45: French improvement sessions.
Contact Lin for details.

DON’T GIVE UP
LEARNING TO SPEAK
FRENCH ...IT IS POSSIBLE!
Call Pascal who’ll propose a
tailored approach
and help you to cope with the
French system and way of life.
Tel 04 92 29 04 02 or
06 14 34 92 66 or email
teisseireformation@orange.fr

Pascal’s teaching will also
provide insight into
French law and business
If you are a French company,
Pascal can help you to apply
for FREE professional training.

PERSONALISED
FRENCH LESSONS
AT HOME.

A French teacher with
international experience offers,
for all levels to meet your specific
objectives with efficiency.
TEL: 04 93 33 72 06
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SERVICES

TRANSPORT.

SOUTH OF FRANCE
TO UK AND RETURN
- weekly service with storage depot
in FREJUS (between CANNES
and ST TROPEZ) offering 3.5
ton vans (LWB/hightop) for light
removals (part loads accepted).
Also 5 ton multi-vehicle
transporters covering the EEC for
most motor vehicles including
classic cars requiring recovery or
repatriation to and from the UK.

Contact John WILD
at our office FREJUS on
+33 (0)4 94 40 88 33 (bilingual)
or + 33 (0)6 17 16 05 23 or email:
automobileassistance @wanadoo fr
We accept credit cards

MC, Visa & AmEXx.

ALL TYPES OF DECORATING

For a no obligation estimate, please

COUNSELLING

UNDERTAKEN ON THE
COTE D’AZUR.

call Len Foster 06 32 73 23 78

Bikes, equipment & cycling clothes

VELO STATION NICE
All you need to bike!

See ad page 23

CO-T-CAFE
Open from 7AM to 7PM
We make delicious coffees,
real Cappuccinos, Ice Lattes ...
Enjoy to go or in our café.
Plus: Sandwiches, Wraps, Salads.
11 Bis Rue Meyerbeer Nice
04931609 84

Gardens and Terraces.
Experienced in historic gardens of
the Riviera and small gardens.
Diplomée du CFA d’ Antibes et des
Beaux Arts de Nice

06 27 21 20 22
sandrine.verrando@hotmail .fr

LOOKING FOR
PA SERVICES WITHOUT
HIRING A PA?
Self-employed, flexible PA with
30 years’ experience on the Cote
d’Azur can help you with:
Tailored PA services
Property management
Business liaison
Project management
CALL NIKKI MANWARING
062256 8521
nikkimanwaring @hotmail.com

www.automobile-assistance.com WE EXCHANGE US DOLLARS
RC 315917 559 APE 501Z AT NO COMMISSION
GARDEN DESIGN COMMERCIAL CLASSIFIEDS
AND MAINTENANCE. APPEAR BOTH IN PRINT &
SPECIALISING IN ONLINE. Contact us for details.
MEDITERRANEAN PLANTS.

BEE REMOVAL SERVICE
Bees are an endangered species,
and are protected by French Law.
Please don’t exterminate!

I am an experienced Honey Bee
Remover & will come fetch the
bees, usually the same day or
within 24 hours. I also gather up
abandoned garden hives, occupied
or empty. Contact me on:
beebefreed @gmail.com

MASTER CAR SERVICES

at the Royal Mougins Golf Club
offers ecological car cleaning using
a state-of-the-art steam machine
and products that require no water.

This is more than a car wash,
it is a rejuvenation, both
interior and exterior. E-mail:
mastercarservices@gmail.com
or call: 06 27 49 10 89

TRANSLATIONS
TO AND FROM ENGLISH

Administrative and
legal documents.

Interpreting in official meetings.
Never sign a contract in French

you don’t fully understand!

E-mail me for a quote.
tim@webb.fr
www.traducteur-juridique fr

RCS NICE B 494998255

BESTELEC
Your English Electrician
on the Cote d’Azur. Repairs
and installations for your garden
home or swimming pool.
Call Mike Tel:
06 20 88 95 86 or 04 93 73 65 37

PREGNANT?
YOUNG MOM?

If you are looking for
information, support ...
you’re at the right place!
www.espace-bien-naitre.fr

COMPUTING/IT

MICROSOFT CERTIFIED
PROFESSIONAL
COMPUTER CALL OUT 06
PC Installations & Repairs
Software Configuration
Network Administration
Web Design
At your home or place of work
Tel: 09 53 08 23 14
Mobile: 06 03 75 42 08
www.cco06.com

HOME COMPUTER
CONSULTANT
Computer and ISP choice,
installation, training,
troubleshooting, hardware and
software repair. Web site creation.
Phone 04 93 40 10 33
or 06 32 09 44 43
olivierlecarme @free .fr
http:/lolivierlecarme.free.fr

Anne Pilling (CalmCare-Nice):
Cert. Counsellor SRN ITEC
offers help for relationship/family/
emotional problems. Also issues
with alcohol, drugs, food, sex,
over-spending, codependency
or grief which can be healed.
20+ yrs experience.
Free assessment.

“Feel the Fear and Do It Anyway®”
Workshop November 18th.

in Nice from 10h-13h30.

0493 87 18 97 or
06 8084 91 16
Email: calmcare@orange .fr
www.calmcarecounselling.com

ARE YOU
STRUGGLING WITH:
Relationships
Confidence
Careers
Well Being

+33 (0)6 60 50 49 43
www.monaco-coaching.com

BODY & BEAUTY

REFLEXOLOGY
MATERNITY REFLEXOLOGY
MASSAGE
Clinics in Antibes & Beausoleil

Call Louise on 06 83 26 84 86

www.holistic-approaches.com

MINDFULNESS BASED
STRESS REDUCTION
The largest and best known
stress reduction programme
in the world
www.omindfulness.com
8 week courses start Oct, Cannes &
Sept 25 Beausoleil
private tuition available
0617 05 82 41

3 AND 7 DAY
DETOX AND JUICE FAST
PROGRAMMES
Sept and Oct in Cannes
gorgeous villa and expert guidance
www.omindfulness.com/detox

THE CUTTING SHOP
ONLINE SHOPPING
Kerastase - Decleor - Sebastian
- Redken - GHD (great prices -
delivery service all over Europe)
www.shopping-thecuttingshop fr
Hair - Beauty - Day Spa
The Cutting Shop invites you to
come and be pampered by our
English and French team.
Creative hairstyles,
Imaginative highlights & colours.
Top-to-toe body & facial care,
Hamman, Massage.

Our aim is to make
you look good and feel good.
9h-19h non-stop
7, rue Thuret Old Antibes
Tel: 04 93 34 55 55

www.thecuttingshop.fr

THE ART OF CHIC
Look & Feel 10 Years Younger
with Personal Style, Skin Care

& MakeUp Secrets
Christine Sweeney
Image Consultant
cs@12345.com
www.theartofchic.co.uk
NuSkin Rep# UKW9678093
www.career-and-lifestyle.com

FRANCE’SNO 1
SAVATE BOXE
FRANCAISE GYM
Frank May — Champion of France,
Europe and Vice World Champion

Salle Carpentier — Jean Bouin
Sports Complex, Nice
Classes in French only

New 45-min circuit training class
Adults (17+)
Mon & Thurs 20h-21h30
Ados (11-16)
Tues & Thurs 17h40-18h40
0971413222
www.nice-boxing.com

ANTIBES PRACTICE
The organic therapies centre for
pure, clean living.
Homeopathy, massage, osteopathy,
colonics, reflexology,
reiki and much more.
www.antibespractice.com

A reader gathers stamps for
handicapped collectors. Please
help by sending stamps to:

c/o Riviera Reporter, 56 chem de
Provence, 06250 Mougin

COLONIC HYDROTHERAPY
To feel euphoric, clean, light
To keep good health & dynamism
The best for well being!
Don’t wait to do it!
PHONE 00 33 615 268 989:
Marie C CARPENTIER
Colonic hydrotherapist since 1990
Still 110 € and NO CB...
10 Bd Dubouchage Nice
39 Bd Wilson Antibes

www.hydrotherapie-colon fr

Home & Yacht visits available
SHIATSU TAI CHI - QIGONG
ICHINESE HERBAL MEDICINE
Markus Grasser
MUFPMTC, MRCHM
Director of the European Shiatsu
School Brighton, UK
17 years experience
Practice: south of Grasse
and in Antibes
06 02 324209
markusgrasser@btinternet.com
www.mtc-shiatsu.com
English, German and French

MOBILE MASSAGE
THERAPY
at your home or yacht
best quality deep treatments
alisonprideaux @formevital.com
www.formevital.com
06 17 05 82 41
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Fly Mougins - Stone built house of
P one level at 4 mins from the Inter-
national School.
220 m? living space, 5 rooms.
Independent studio.
Flat garden of 3700 m?.
Price: 1 650 000 €

Call Meta Looij

+33 (0)6 15 52 14 61
cotedazur@agencemercure.fr

Cannes La Bocca. Lovely light
apartment in complex with pool,
close to beach and amenities.

i Comprises entrance hall with lots
=i of cupboards, lounge
#| with open plan fully

\ fitted kitchen. 3
rooms / 2 bedrooms.

Tel: 04 93 49 90 99
www.chrisma.com
info@chrisma.com

Communal pool. €

€219000 -

Contemporary house with sea
view for sale Grasse : Contem-
porary style villa in a dominant
position enjoying panoramic sea
and mountain views in a residen-
tial area 5 minutes from shops. 7

bedrooms. € 1 250 000 . n

The English Estate Agents in France

{ o .-f@' 71 Avenue de Tournamy, 06250 Mougins
ST Tel 433 (00492924750 www.coast-country.com

Fantastic small chalet overlooking
Lac St. Cassien, 1 bedroom, with
almost 1900m2 of non constructible
land, spring, lots of charm...olive
trees and fruit trees

- figs, apples, cherry,
persimmon, quince

€ 170 000

Tel: 04 93 49 90 99
www.chrisma.com
info@chrisma.com

La Roquette : in a lovely quiet gated

domain with quality houses. Large

¢ living room with dining area, open

¢ fire and access onto covered terrace

overlooking heated infinity pool. Fitted
kitchen. 4 bedrooms. Beautifully

pv _,_‘:: landscaped gardens. € 699 000

The English Estate Agents in France
71 Avenue de Tournamy, 06250 Mougins

SCoUry Tel 1 4+33(0)4 92924750 www.coast-country.com

Cap Martin : Two
apartments (1 & 2 beds) in
a beautiful villa from the
1900’s, terrace and Pool.

€ 1272 000 per apartement By 1"
' EUROPEAN VILLAS
04 93 35 96 55 < |\ INTERNATIONAL

LN
info@villas-international.com

A very pretty, two hundred year-
old stone «mas» located in a
tranquil valley in the sought-after
St Francois area just 10 minutes
from the centre of Grasse. 5
bedrooms. Zeparate studio with

shower and WC. € 997 000 rr e,
\ The English Estate Agents in France

71 Avenue de Tournamy, 06250 Mougins

Tel : 433 (0)4 9292 47 50 www.coast-country.com

Cloast ]
B oLy

Cap Martin : Superb
Duplex in luxury dwelling
with pool and garage.
184m?2. terrasses. Pool. sea
view. Garage. € 3 900 000

' EUROPEAN VILLAS
04 93 35 96 55 ~ll\  INTERNATIONAL

—

LN
info@villas-international.com

Luxurious stone Bastide. Fully
renovated with taste and top

of the range materials. double
garage. 5 bedrooms. Beautiful
pool house with summer kitchen,
covered terrace, heated pool.
Stunning views. € 3 285 000

1 The English Estate Agents in France
( -'." ] i I 71 Avenue de Tournamy, 06250 Mougins
SLTOURITY Tel 433 (00492924750 www.coast-country.com

Stone property in need of :
renovation near Villecroze, Var. '+
10 bedrooms. Great character
and charm. A rare opportunity
to invest in 6 apts which the
current owners rented in the
past. Surrounded by trees and
greenery.

Tel: 04933474 11

€ 495 000

Antibes. True oasis of greenery

for this infinitely charming villa
with refined benefits. Its 1875m?
garden with Mediterranean species
is embellished with a pool.

2 independent studios complete this

beautiful living space.
113 Boulevard Wilson, 06160 Juan les Pins

!- +33 (0)4 93 67 26 26

L'IMMO 2000 www.immo2000.com -« cesare@club-internet. fr

€880 000




ENGLISH MGARDEN

G R O U P

Find out more about what we do, see galleries of our designs and our products,
explore our interactive garden showcases and much more besides
on our website, newly designed for the 2012 season
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